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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 The word vocation comes from the Latin vocare, to call and means the 
work one is called to by God. It can be for a lifetime or in a season; for an 
individual, a group or even a whole church. 
 In this month’s Beacon, see examples of where the wind of the Spirit is 
blowing at JIPC through God’s call to those who volunteered for VBS, to our new 
Director of Christian Education and to us all to “sail” as partner’s in Christ to be a 
“Sailboat Church.” 
 Author and minister Frederick Buechner says that the place God calls you 
to is the place where your deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet. May 
such a place for us all to hear our call and go forth to serve be JIPC! 
Joy! 

 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Laurey Murphy  

 

 

 

 

 

A CALL TO SAIL 
 Johns Island Presbyterian Church, hear the call to sail in our faith as God’s people in this 
time and place!  Since the beginning of this year, a task group appointed by the Session has 
prayerfully been planning how our whole church could be invited to discern where God is calling us to 
serve in ministry.  
 After much time in prayer, it was recommended and approved by the Session that Joan Gray 
be invited for a special weekend, August 18, 19, and 20 to lead a retreat for church leaders and a 
special Sunday of worship and fellowship on the “Sailboat Church.” It is based on one of the earliest 
symbols of the church being a sailboat and our call to partner with God to serve in the world. 
 So, here is what’s been planned: 

Friday, August 18, 7 P.M. - Church leadership meets with Joan Gray 
Saturday, August 19, 8:30 A.M.-3:30 P.M. - Prayer vigil in the Sanctuary 
(different members taking assigned 30 minutes to pray for the church) 
                                   9 A.M.-3 P.M. - Church leadership retreat 
Sunday, August 20,  8:45 A.M. - Retreat follow-up 
                                9 A.M. - Sunday School 
                                10 A.M. - Worship 
                                11 A.M. - Fellowship with Q & A 

 May this be a special time for our congregation to grow together! 
 
The Sailing Task Group 
Alice Hills, John Feldman, Kevin Garvey, Laurey Murphy 
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The Session met Monday, July 12, 2017 at 6:30 ;.=., in the Conference 
Room of the JIPC Administration Building. 

The session received an update on the work of the Vision Team in 
preparation for the August retreat. Everyone was encouraged to attend. 
The church will have copies of the book, The Sailboat Church, available 
for those who would like a copy. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept, with regret, the 
resignation letter from Laksami Green, effective July 16, 2017.  

Mrs. Green will be presented with a prayer quilt and a framed print of 
the church during the 10:00 Worship service on Sunday, July 16th, in 
recognition of her dedication to the children and families at Johns Island 
Presbyterian Church. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to solicit a special 
monetary gift from the congregation in recognition of Laksami Green’s 
dedication and service to JIPC.   

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to grant Gene Rutland the 
status of Elder Emeritus. 

A letter was received from Charleston Atlantic Presbytery stating that 
the 2016 minutes of the session were approved without exception and 
with commendation.  

A report from Catherine Byrd, Stated Clerk, CAP, stated that Hebron-

Zion Presbyterian Church and Bethel Presbyterian Church will partner 
with Johns Island Presbyterian Church to host the Winter Meeting of the 
Presbytery, Saturday, February 24, 2018. 

Year-to-date contribution statements have been mailed. A summary of 
the statements showed a total of 157 giving units and total receipts of 
$297,422.00, through June 30, 2017. 

The Presbyterian Historical Society has completed the process of 
digitizing the 1856-1911 minutes of the session. 

The Church Operations Committee will begin soliciting bids to replace 
the carpet in the Fellowship Hall. 

The annual Fire Department inspection was completed on June 26, 
2017; minor corrections will be made. 

A refrigerator was donated to replace the old one in the Administration 
Building. 

The session approved a recommendation from the Christian Education 
Committee for the following members to serve in teaching and 
leadership roles for JIPC’s children & youth: 
• Judy Meggs - to teach the 10 & up Sunday School Class  
• Sarah Berry- to teach 10 & up Sunday School Class 
• Melissa & Matthew Graves - to teach 4 & 5 year old Sunday 

School Class 

• Johnsie and Bruce Mason- to assist with Children’s Church  
• Courtney and Raymond Lightfoot- to assist with Children’s Church 

Laksami Green’s last day will be Sunday, July 16, 2017; Maggie Smith 
has been hired to assist in the nursery through August, 2017. The search 
for another full-time Nursery Attendant is ongoing.  

The Child Protection Policy is being updated. Background checks will 
be conducted on new employees as well as volunteers, and will be done 
through JIPC’s insurance carrier, making them more affordable. The 
insurance company also offers free child safety/signs of abuse training. 

The session extended a special thank you to John & Jean Feldman for 
hosting the barbecue dinner for the mission team from Pleasant View 
UMC on June 19th, as well as to William Rhodes who assisted with 
preparing the site for the CHIP Storage & Operations Facility. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved to allow communion to be 
served at the Fish/Musser wedding scheduled for Saturday, September 
9, 2017. 

John Feldman reported that the Endowment Fund Committee met earlier 
today; YTD return on those investments is 6.7%. No changes will be 
made in the current portfolio. 

The annual review for Sarah Smith Shayban will take place in August. 

Dr. Murphy provided a “year at a glance” document which outlined her 
guiding theological beliefs as a Pastor, her model for ministry, and her 
primary goals for the first year with the church in transition. 

Having concluded the business of the meeting, the meeting was closed 
with prayer at 7:30 ;.=. 

Jan Litton 

Clerk of Session 

S T E  P  S               Studying + Teaching + Equipping + Praying + Serving 
This presbytery-wide event is a wonderful opportunity for high school youth and adult church 
members, teachers, ministry teams, worship/music leaders, officers and staffs to enrich their faith 
and understanding of the church. STEPS will take place Saturday, August 26th at the Mount Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church. Par'cipants have an opportunity to worship, take three workshops, fellowship 
with others in our presbytery, as well as visit displays from various ins'tu'ons and organiza'ons and 
shop at the bookstore. Pre-registra'on deadline is August 10th; no pre-registra'ons will be taken 
a,er that date. We encourage you to preregister; however, you may register at the event ($40). 
Registra'on informa'on and workshop descrip'ons are available on the Presbytery web site, 
www.capresbytery.org/steps, and printed brochures may be picked up at the back of the Sanctuary. 
We hope to see you at STEPS 2017 as we celebrate the 10th year of this wonderful event! 
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Compelled to Share  
 In 2 Kings 7, a great siege is lifted when God causes the 

Arameans, Israel’s enemies, to flee. 
Initially, some lepers at the city gate 
keep the victory quiet, hiding the spoils 
of war. Then they realize, “What we’re 
doing is not right. This is a day of good 

news and we are keeping it to ourselves” (verse 9, NIV). 
 How often we keep the good news of God’s grace and 
salvation to ourselves! Yet it’s intended for everyone, and 
there’s plenty to go around. In fact, it never ends. Who in your 
life needs to hear that news today? 

 

 

Sunday School’s Origins 
 Sunday school began in England as early as 1751. Better 
known is Robert Raikes’ work in Gloucester 30 years later. 
Concerned about poor children who worked in factories six 
days a week and often turned to crime, he offered classes on 
the only day kids were free. Soon 
various organizations offered a 
loose network of such Sunday 
schools, which taught basic reading 
and writing, using the Bible as a 
text. 
 Ten years later, Samuel Slater 
started the first U.S. Sunday school 
in his Rhode Island textile mills. 
By the mid-1800s, Sunday school attendance was an almost-
universal childhood experience. As society became more 
secular and public education was mandated by the 1870s, 
Sunday schools focused on spiritual practices: prayers, hymns, 
catechism knowledge and Scripture memorization.  Well into 
the 20th century, Sunday school served as the church’s main 
outreach tool. Many adults fondly remember their teachers and 
lessons, and Sunday school continues to play a significant part 
in faith development.  

 
 
Grace In, Grace Out 
 The computer acronym GIGO — “garbage in, garbage out” 
— describes how putting wrong code into a machine will lead 
to faulty output. Jesus offers a similar lesson in Matthew 15: 
“What comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and 
this defiles a person” (v. 18, ESV). 
 GIGO works the other way, too. If we put good things 
(including the good news of salvation) “in” our hearts, Jesus’ 
goodness will shine “out” through our lives. And when God’s 

grace enters and changes us, we’ll also reach out and share that 
good news with others  

The Power of Weakness 
 In Tramp for the Lord, Corrie ten Boom describes traveling 
to Russia during the Cold War — when Christians were being 
persecuted — to thank an old woman who’d been secretly 
translating Christian books (including ten Boom’s). Ravaged 
by multiple sclerosis, the woman could move only an index 
finger. Yet with it she typed constantly, translating words 
while praying for people who’d eventually read them. 
 Ten Boom’s reaction was, “Oh Lord, why don’t you heal 
her?” But the woman’s husband said God had a purpose in his 
wife’s suffering. Although the secret police closely watched 
other Christians, they left this woman alone, assuming she 
couldn’t accomplish anything. 
 Jesus works through our weaknesses, making his power 
perfect in them (see 2 Corinthians 12:9). He doesn’t ask if 
we’re capable — only if we’re willing. 
 

Know Your Target 
 Businesses must know their target market. Writers must 
know their target audience. And we all make better decisions 
when we consider the target of our actions. 
 A college religion teacher set up a cardboard target in his 
classroom. “Draw someone who has upset you,” he instructed. 
Students sketched ex-boyfriends or -girlfriends, coworkers 
who’d mistreated them, childhood bullies. Each, in turn, then 
placed their drawing over the bull’s-eye and took aim with a 
bow and arrow. Afterward, the bull’s-eye was riddled with 
holes. The students congratulated one another ... until the 
teacher pulled back the target, revealing Jesus’ scarred, torn 
face. 
 Silence fell as he read: “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these ... you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40, 
NRSV). 
 In choosing actions, no matter the human target, remember 

who else will be struck by your arrows. Let’s take aim with 
love, not hurt. 
 

 

 

 

 

Love’s Lesson 
 A new school year promises new adventures, challenges 
and friends — as well as new classes, homework and lessons. 
But the most important (and simplest) lesson we can learn is 
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RALLY DAY is a way to start 

off a new year of teaching and 

learning. Plan now to join in an 

exciting day on September 10th, and 

to see how our Sunday School classes 

will help you grow in God's Word. 

B"#$ L'(") H+,-# A/" B012 
This is the last month for each week's final hymn will be 
the congregation's choice! If you have a favorite "Best 
Loved Hymn", email the title to Sarah Shayban at 
ssmith@jipc.org.  

Blessing 
of the Backpacks 

August 13th 
 Bring your backpack to 

worship to receive a 
blessing for a great Fall 

beginning! 

 Elizabeth recently completed her Master of Divinity at 

Union Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia. Prior to 

attending Union, she completed a double major in Religion 

and Christian Education at Presbyterian College. She has 

interned at churches in South Carolina and Virginia, and 

recently developed a complete confirmation program at Ginter 

Park Presbyterian Church In Virginia.  

 Elizabeth grew up not far from Johns Island, in 

Summerville, where she attended Summerville Presbyterian 

Church. Her parents and a twin sister still reside in 

Summerville. She has another sister who lives in Aiken, as well 

as many extended family members across the Lowcountry. 

 In October of 2016, Elizabeth married Tom Nix, whom 

she met during a semester abroad in England. Tom grew up in 

Cambridge and attended the University of Wales. They have an 

energetic, friendly dog named Tove (the Hebrew word for 

good) who enjoys running and playing tug of war. Elizabeth 

enjoys spending time with friends and family, traveling, 

swimming, and singing loudly to the car radio.  She believes 

God has brought her to Johns Island Presbyterian Church, and 

is excited to begin serving our congregation.  

Elizabeth Nix 
Director of Christian Education 

Effective August 7, 2017 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU to all who shared the 
Love of Christ as volunteers at this year’s VBS 
Director: Molly Baslow 

Nursery: Becky Ackerman, Jennifer Aldrich, Mary Alice Meise 

4 & 5 Year Old Class: Sally Rhodes, Jody Garvey 

Group Leaders: Patty Anderson, Adam Baslow, Eddie Berry, 
Amanda & Jacob Henley, Twila Jackson, Ruby Jenkins, 
Charlie Larsen, Judy Meggs, Rebecca Wick, Ed & Sue 
Williams 

Snacks: Gail Kavanaugh, Kathy Bruce, Judy Hubbard, Arlene 
& Chuck Hanssen, 
Floaters: Deb Nerhood, Alice Hills, Laurey Murphy 

Crafts: Melissa Graves 

Music: Sarah Shayban 

Recreation: MicheleTopka  
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1 
Staff Meeting 11 am 
CR 

2 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH; Worship Cmte 
1 pm CR 

3 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH 

4 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH 

5 
 

6 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am FH 

7 
AA 12 pm FH 

8 
Staff Meeting 1 pm 
CR; Nominating 
Cmte 6 pm CR 

9 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

10 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; Magnolia 
Garden Club 10 am
-1 pm FH 

11 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH 

12 
 

13 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am FH 

14 
AA 12 pm S;  

15 
Staff Meeting 1 pm 
CR 

16 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

17 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; 

18 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH; 
Church Leaders/
Joan Gray 7 pm 

19 
Prayer vigil 
8:30-3:30 pm, 
S; Church 
Leadership 
Retreat 9-3 pm 

20 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 
with Joan Gray Q&A 11 am FH 

21 
AA 12 pm S 

22 
Staff Meeting 1 pm 
CR 

23 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

24 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; 

25 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH;  

26 
 

27 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am FH 

28 
AA 12 pm S 29 

Staff Meeting 1 pm 
CR 

30 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

31 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH 

    

George Brown 2 
Jacqueline Gillen 4 
Chase Burbage 7 
Michael Crumb 7 
Priscilla Burger 10 
Zack Aldrich 11 
Kristy Danford 12 
Paula Billian 13 

Hal Fallon 13 
Mac Frye 13 
Ann Spencer 18 
Yvonne Fletcher 19 
Graves Boyd 21 
Lyn Magee 22 
Gerry Wilkie 22 
Charles Gilbert 24 

Herb Ailes 26 
Bob Nerhood 27 
Mary Wells 27 
Kathleen Franklin 30 
Aaron Leland 31 

Please send errors and omissions 
to eearl@jipc.org. 

OP==QRSPR 

BLESSING OF 
THE BACKPACKS 

God of Tomorrows 
 This is the blessed life — not anxious to see far in front, nor eager to 
choose the path, but quietly following behind the Shepherd, one step at a time. 
The Shepherd was always out in front of the sheep. He was down in front. Any 
attack upon them had to take him into account.  
 Now God is down in front. He is in the tomorrows. It is tomorrow that 
fills [people] with dread. God is there already. All the tomorrows of our life have 
to pass him before they can get to us.                                               F.B. Meyer 

TQUVW V;UXYUZ 



Clerk of Session:           Jan Litton 

Treasurer:             Debbie Melson 

Asst. Treasurer:       Ruby Jenkins 

Endowment Fund: Charlie Larsen 

 

   

Custodian:            Annette Pye 

Nursery:              Joann Brown 

                           Maggie Smith 

Flower Cmte:   Patty Anderson 

Wedding Director:Betsy Quinn 

Leaders And Staff 

The Session 

2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC  29455 

Johns Island 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 
Dr. Laurey Murphy, Pastor 
                                      lmurphy@jipc.org 

Sarah Shayban, Dir. of Music 

                                           ssmith@jipc.org 

Elizabeth Nix, Dir. of Christian Education 

                                         enix@jipc.org 

Elaine Earl, Administrator 
                                              eearl@jipc.org 

843-559-9380 

 

www.jipc.org 

 

Class Schedule 
Sunday School: Nursery, 4-5 Year Old, Lower 
Elementary, Upper Elementary, Heavenly Hopefuls, 
Seekers, Bible Expositor, Library Class 

Sunday Afternoon:  Kids for Christ & Children's Choir 
Tuesday:  Women's Bible Study 

Thursday: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

Communion Sunday 

and Pancake Breakfast 9/3 

Office Closed for Labor Day 9/4 

Two Worship Services Resume 9/10 

Rally Day 9/10 

 
 
 
 
 

Molly Baslow 
Tom Burke 

Sally Cuskley 
Beth Dolby 

John Feldman 
Pete Hubbard 
Tina Marshall 

Mike Orris 
Sally Rhodes 

Richards Roddey 
Tom Stallings 
John Wells 

 

     9 am Sunday School Classes 

   10 am Worship 

   11 am Fellowship 

 

Communion is celebrated the 

First Sunday of every month. 
 

Nursery is available for all services for ages 
3 and under. There will also be Children’s 
Time during worship. after which children 
ages 7 & over will re-join their parents for 
worship. Children ages 4-6 may exit for 
Children’s Time in Fellowship Hall or 
remain for worship. 


