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YOUR WEDDING AT
JOHNS ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the wellbeing of the entire human family. Marriage is a civil contract
between a woman and a man. For Christians marriage is a
covenant through which a man and a woman are called to live
out together before God their lives of discipleship. In a
service of Christian marriage a lifelong commitment is made
by a woman and a man to each other; publicly witnessed and
acknowledged by the community of faith.
Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA)
Johns Island Presbyterian Church is far more than simply a
historic sanctuary in a beautiful Low country setting. We are a
living, vigorous, active community of faith, committed to the
ministry of Jesus Christ. The charm and simple elegance of our
facility make it an ideal location for Christian marriage, and
we are delighted you have chosen to use our facilities for your
Wedding.
Since the Christian marriage ceremony is a service of worship
of God, it is very appropriate to conduct it within God’s house.
Marriage is one of the most momentous occasions in anyone’s
life. The commitment of one to another in marriage is both
unique and sacred, and deserves the utmost thought, care, and
planning. We want to help make your Wedding a beautiful and
meaningful occasion.
This policy spells out our understanding of Christian marriage.
It also spells out the steps and policies established by our
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Bride's
Initials

Session to direct couples as they prepare for marriage in this
church. Read it carefully and prayerfully.
SETTING YOUR WEDDING DATE
Christian marriage should be celebrated in the place where the community
gathers for worship. As a service of Christian worship, the marriage
service is under the direction of the minister and the supervision of the
session. The marriage ordinarily takes place in a special service which
focuses upon marriage as a gift of God and as an expression of the
Christian life. Others may be invited to participate as leaders in the service
at the discretion of the pastor.
Book of Order, Presbyterian Church (USA)

At Johns Island Presbyterian Church, we hold the sacred covenant of
marriage in the highest regard. We believe that a wedding service is both an
act of Christian worship and a service of Christian covenant making. As
Presbyterians, we do not believe that marriage is a sacrament, nor is it
unique to the Christian faith; however, we do believe that it is the duty of
the Church of Jesus Christ to expect that its members will make every
effort to conform to the laws of God with respect to marriage, and should
share a common intention to build a Christian home together. Therefore,
for all non-member weddings, at least one party will be required to produce
a letter from his/her pastor indicating membership in a Christian
congregation.
The regular church staff will be used for all weddings, which include the
pastor, the music director, the organist, the wedding director, and the
custodian. A second pastor may participate if approved by the JIPC pastor.
Bride's
Other musicians may participate if approved by the music director and Initials
organist. Others may participate as approved by Session. All weddings will
take place on a Saturday; all wedding rehearsals will take place on a Friday.
No weddings will be scheduled on any other day of the week, during the
last week of November through December 31, nor during Holy Week and
the week immediately after Holy Week.
Member weddings are given priority and precedence at JIPC (must be an Bride's
Initials
active member of the church for one year prior to the wedding date). All
weddings at JIPC must be approved by the Session. Tentative dates may be
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checked by telephone with the church office (843.559.9380).
The steps in this process are as follows:
•

Bride meets with the JIPC Wedding Director; Bride provides initialed
copy of the JIPC Wedding Policy. If this meeting is satisfactory, the
Wedding Director gives the Bride a Wedding Application to complete
Bride's
and return with a deposit check., to be held in a secure location.
Initials

•

The wedding application is presented to the Session at the next Session
meeting (which meets the second Monday of every month). Their
decision is given to the bride the following day via the Bride's chosen
method of communication. The Session's decision is final.

Your wedding is not officially on the church calendar until:
Bride's
a) your request has been approved by Session
Initials
b) the $500 sanctuary deposit is paid
c) written confirmation of your church membership is received
by either the church office or the wedding director.

EXPENSES FOR MEMBERS
When either the Bride or Groom are active members of JIPC (and have
been for one year prior to the wedding date), the Sanctuary fee is waived. Bride's
Members are to provide an honorarium for the services of the Wedding Initials
Director, Organist, and Custodian (see Personnel Fees). Members are given
discretion regarding an honorarium for the Pastor. All honoraria must be
paid no later than ten days prior to the wedding.
EXPENSES FOR NON-MEMBERS
Non-members will pay the Sanctuary Fee to our Endowment Fund for use
of the facilities. Non-members will also provide an honorarium for the Bride's
services of the Pastor, Wedding Director, Organist, and Custodian (see Initials
below). All honoraria must be paid no later than ten days prior to the
wedding.
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BUILDING FEES
The fee for the use of the Sanctuary, Bride’s room, and other rooms is
$2,000.00 (including the deposit). Use of the Fellowship Hall requires a
separate deposit of $300.00 and a separate fee of $500.00 (including the
deposit). The church certainly understands that weddings can be cancelled
for a myriad of reasons; however, deposits are 100% refundable ONLY if
cancellation occurs 91 days or more before the wedding date. A 50%
refund will be given if cancellation occurs 90 days or less prior to the
wedding date. The retained portion of the deposit will be split equally
between the Music Director and the Wedding Director.

Bride's
Initials

Bride's
Initials

PERSONNEL FEES
Pastor
$300.00
Organist
$300.00
Bride's
Wedding Director
$300.00
Initials
Custodian
$200.00
Personnel fees should be paid in separate checks made out to each
individual. Please mail checks to the attention of: Administration, Johns
Island Presbyterian Church, 2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC 29455.
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
The Sanctuary (first floor pews, balcony, and choir loft) holds a maximum
of 225 people, including the wedding party. After the wedding, all
equipment should be removed from the Sanctuary in preparation for
worship services on Sunday. Please make arrangements to have your rental Bride's
equipment picked up immediately after your wedding. The facilities will Initials
remain open for one hour after the wedding. JIPC will not accept liability
for any items not removed or picked up after the wedding service. The
throwing of rice, confetti, flower petals or birdseed is not permitted on the
church grounds. Those using our facilities are asked to take care of the
property. We appreciate your respect for this lovely, historic building.
Should there be any additional cleaning or repairs needed, you will be
responsible for the cost and will be billed after the wedding.
PASTOR
The Pastor of JIPC shall officiate at all weddings. If you would like an
additional minister to assist in the wedding, permission from JIPC's Bride's
Initials
officiating Pastor shall be given in writing prior to extending an invitation.
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PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING
A significant aspect of preparation for your wedding is counseling. It will
ordinarily be conducted by Johns Island’s officiating Pastor to assist the Bride's
couple in thinking through the commitment they are making and the Initials
responsibilities involved in the Christian marriage relationship. The
sessions are confidential and will help you explore ways to establish a
sound marriage. The number of counseling sessions will be at the discretion
of Johns Island’s pastor; meeting dates and times will also be arranged with
the pastor. In the event the couple lives out of town, arrangements for premarital counseling should be made with the pastor of their home church.
We ask that written verification of pastoral counseling be provided on
church letterhead at least ten days prior to the wedding rehearsal, as
counseling is required in the Presbyterian church.
MARRIAGE LICENSE
It is recommended that the marriage license be obtained at least one month
Bride's
prior to your wedding. Bring your marriage license to the church office ten Initials
days prior to the wedding so that our Pastor & Administrator can fill it out.
WEDDING DIRECTOR
Any wedding that includes attendants requires a Wedding Director. If your
wedding consists of the Bride, Groom, two witnesses, and no further
attendants nor guests, the services of the Wedding Director is not required
but is recommended. All weddings in our church must be supervised by our
Wedding Director. The Director's purpose is to act as liaison between the
wedding party and JIPC, and to contribute to the meaningful and joyous
wedding experience for you. She will be available to answer any questions
you may have concerning the use of our church or the wedding ceremony. Bride's
Initials
You are welcome to engage a private wedding coordinator; but understand
that private coordinators are subordinate to the JIPC Wedding Director, and
not responsible for the direction of your wedding ceremony at this church.
JIPC's Wedding Director is always available to answer questions and help
in any way they can, and will respond to your requests made during the
work week within a reasonable length of time. The response time may be
longer on Saturday or Sunday. The Wedding Director is available for two
hours prior to the wedding ceremony, and for a maximum of one hour
following the ceremony.
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MUSIC
All music in worship should serve the purpose of worship and should
represent the best Christians have to offer God. Such music as
accompanies the marriage ceremony should direct attention to God, who
sanctifies marriage, and special care should be taken to assure that it is
suitable and reverent.
Book of Order, Presbyterian Church
(USA)
The Director of Music will be consulted well in advance of the wedding to
determine what selections the bride wishes to have played. Because this is a
worship service, music that is traditionally used in worship services is Bride's
preferred and anything else will need to be approved. If a soloist is desired, Initials
the Organist or Wedding Director will be able to furnish musicians. Should
the family desire a particular soloist or instrumentalist, arrangements can be
made with the organist for adequate rehearsal time. The singing of hymns
is perfectly appropriate and provides an excellent means of congregational
participation. No taped music is allowed at wedding services. JIPC’s
Organist will play for all weddings at the church. Should she be unavailable
for a particular date, the Organist will designate a substitute to provide
music for the ceremony. The Organist’s fee includes one planning session,
one rehearsal with vocalist or instrumentalists, the rehearsal, and the
wedding. All fees for musicians are to be negotiated with the individual
MUSIC SUGGESTION LIST
P,-(3*-:
Music begins up to 30 minutes before the ceremony and will be chosen from the
Organist’s repertoire. Speciﬁc appropriate suggestions may be requested, and are
subject to approval.
P,"4-%%1"$)(V:
Trumpet Voluntary (Clarke)
Canon in D (Pachelbel)
Ave Maria (Bach/Gounod)
Ave Maria (Schubert)
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring (Bach)
Arioso (Bach)
Dedication (Schumann)
Sheep May Safely Graze (Bach)
Air (Water Music-Handel)

R-4-%%1"$)(%/P"%0(3*-%:
A Mighty Fortress (Walcha)
Ode to Joy (Beethoven)
Rondeau (Mouret)
Sheep May Safely Graze (Bach)
Spring (Vivaldi)\
Psalm XIX (Marcello)
Three Trumpet Tunes (Purcell)
Allegro Maestoso (Water Music-Handel)

C"$5,-5)01"$)( H/7$%
All Creatures of Our God and King
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above
Come, Christians, Join to Sing
Be Thou My Vision
O Perfect Love
Now Thank We All Our God
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musicians.
REHEARSAL
To assure a smooth wedding service, a rehearsal is required. Rehearsals
Bride's
should be scheduled at the time that your wedding reservations are made Initials
for 5 PM the evening before your wedding. The Pastor, Organist, and
Wedding Director will be available for a minimum of one hour the day
before the wedding. Please encourage your wedding party to be on time as
the rehearsal will end one hour after the scheduled start time.
SIZE OF THE WEDDING PARTY
Space is an issue in our beautiful Sanctuary; plus excessive numbers in the
wedding party distract from the appearance of the group during the
ceremony. Therefore, the wedding party must be limited to 5 Groomsmen, Bride's
Initials
5 Bridesmaids, the Best Man, Honor Attendant, the Bride, and Groom. If
you wish to include one Flower Girl and one Ring Bearer, we suggest that
no children under the age of 4 be included because they distract attention
from the Bride and Groom.
ORDER OF CEREMONY
A written copy of the wedding service used at JIPC is available upon Bride's
Initials
request. This is the only wedding service approved for use at JIPC.
WEDDING DAY
The Wedding Director will open church 2 hours prior to the beginning of
the service. If you need to be on the grounds earlier, special arrangements
need to be made. in advance. The Bride’s Room is available for the women Bride's
Initials
in the wedding to get dressed. The Groom and the Groomsmen will gather
in a classroom upstairs. All rooms should be tidied 30 minutes prior to the
service so the wedding party will be free to leave after the pictures are
taken.
PICTURES AND VIDEO RECORDING
When scheduling your photographer, please note that it is best to have most
of your pictures taken before the service with a few pictures taken
afterwards, as we lock up the building within 60 minutes of the end of the
Bride's
ceremony. Absolutely no photography is allowed during the wedding. Initials
Flash photos may be taken prior to, or following, the ceremony. The
ceremony begins with the Prelude, and is over after the minister has blessed
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the couple. Please inform your friends and family of this policy by
including this in your program. We ask that you also include a line asking
that all cell phones be turned off prior to the service.
Videography is a wonderful way to capture the memories of your wedding.
We welcome videographers into our sanctuary, provided that the camera is
located in the choir loft and no additional lighting is used. Only one
videographer is allowed and no movement of the camera is allowed in the
sanctuary at any point during the service.
DECORATION OF FACILITIES
All decorations must be kept very simple in order to preserve the beauty
and dignity of the sanctuary. Decorations or arrangements which alter or
conceal symbols of identity that establish the sanctuary as a place of
Christian worship will not be allowed.
No nails, tacks, wire, gummed or scotch tape may be used on any furniture
Bride's
or accoutrements of the building. It is your responsibility to make your Initials
florist aware of these restrictions.
Ribbons or floral arrangements may be used to designate pews reserved for
family members. Floral pew markers are acceptable, but please make sure
they are approved by the Wedding Director.
Due to the danger that fire poses to our three hundred year old building,
absolutely no open flames of any kind are to be used inside or outside this Bride's
Initials
historic church. This includes candles, torches, luminaries, and oil lamps.
Flower arrangements and placement must be approved by our Wedding
Director. No large floor arrangement or gate decorations are permitted.
Large church arrangements, containers, and stands are to be picked up by
the florist after the ceremony. The florist must schedule a time with the Bride's
Initials
Wedding Director to deliver the flowers and pick up the containers.
Arrangements may not exceed the height of the pulpit. Many couples
choose for their wedding flowers to remain in the sanctuary for Sunday
worship services. If this is your desire, we will be happy to announce your
wedding in our Sunday bulletin. Please indicate on the Application Form
the wording you wish to be used.
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Tents, canopies, and awnings will not to be used.

Bride's
Initials

CUSTODIAL SUPPORT
The Custodian will ensure that the facilities are clean and in order prior to
the wedding. Following the wedding, the Custodian is responsible for
preparing the facilities for Sunday services. You are responsible for
removing all personal items immediately after the service so that clean up
and subsequent set-up may begin. JIPC does not accept liability for any
items not removed or picked up after the wedding service.
WEDDING RECEPTION
The Fellowship Hall is an appropriate and convenient place for a wedding
reception. and should be included on your application form and deposit if
you plan to use it. The Wedding Director will make arrangements for the
Hall to be cleaned and restored to the condition in which it was found. The
Fellowship Hall fee covers only the cleaning of the floor and the necessary
arrangement of the furniture after your reception. You are responsible for
removal of all items. Should there be any additional cleaning or repairs
needed, you will be responsible for the cost.
We have a kitchen for use at wedding receptions. If an outside caterer is
used, that person will need to be licensed, bonded, and approved by the
Wedding Director.
PLEASE REMEMBER
No alcoholic beverages are allowed in any of the church buildings
at any time.
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& Bride's Room
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JOHNS ISLAND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC 29455
Phone: (843) 559-9380 Fax: (843) 641-7325
www.jipc.org

Dr. Laurey H. Murphy
Betsy Quinn, Wedding Director
Sarah Smith, Director of Music
Elaine Earl, Administrator

843-559- 9380
lmurphy@jipc.org
843-768-4407
betsyquinn@icloud.com
843-559-9380, x13
ssmith@jipc.org
843-559-9380, x10
eearl@jipc.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

•
•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE
Submit Wedding Application Form
Non-members provide confirmation of church
membership
Non-members pay $500 Sanctuary deposit and $300
Fellowship Hall deposit (if applicable)
AT LEAST SIX MONTHS PRIOR TO WEDDING
Schedule a meeting with the Wedding Director
Schedule a meeting with the Organist
Obtain marriage license
TEN DAYS PRIOR TO WEDDING
Provide written confirmation of completed premarital
counseling if completed somewhere other than JIPC
Pay Personnel fees and Sanctuary fee
Submit Marriage License to church
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Johns Island Presbyterian Church
2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC 29455
843.559.9380
www.jipc.org
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