
 

Clerk of Session:           Jan Litton 

Treasurer:             Debbie Melson 

Asst. Treasurer:       Ruby Jenkins 

Endowment Fund: Charlie Larsen 

 

 

 

 

 

Custodian:              Annette Pye 

Nursery: 
   Laksami Green, Joann Brown, 
   Maggie Smith 

Flower Cmte:    Patty Anderson 

Wedding Director: Betsy Quinn 

Leaders And Staff 

The Session 

2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC  29455 

Johns Island 
Presbyterian Church (USA) 

 

 

Dr. Laurey Murphy, Pastor 
                                      lmurphy@jipc.org 

Sarah Shayban, Director of Music 

                                           ssmith@jipc.org 

Elaine Earl, Administrator 
                                              eearl@jipc.org 

843-559-9380 

 

www.jipc.org 

 

Class Schedule 

Sunday School: Nursery, 4-5 Year Old, Lower 

Elementary, Upper Elementary, Heavenly Hopefuls, 

Seekers, Bible Expositor, Library Class 

Sunday Afternoon:  Kids for Christ & Children's Choir 

Tuesday:  Women's Bible Study 

Thursday: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study 

Communion Sunday 8/6 

Rev. Joan Gray and JIPC 

Discernment Retreat - 8/18-20 

Solar Eclipse - 8/21 

 
 
 
 
 

Molly Baslow 
Tom Burke 

Sally Cuskley 
Beth Dolby 

John Feldman 
Pete Hubbard 
Tina Marshall 

Mike Orris 
Sally Rhodes 

Richards Roddey 
Tom Stallings 
John Wells 

 

     9 am Sunday School Classes 

   10 am Worship 

   11 am Fellowship 

 

Communion is celebrated the 

First Sunday of every month. 
 

Nursery is available for all services for ages 
3 and under. There will also be Children’s 
Time during worship. after which children 
ages 7 & over will re-join their parents for 
worship. Children ages 4-6 may exit for 
Children’s Time in Fellowship Hall or 
remain for worship. 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

What a great adventure in the faith we are on together-all in the same boat! And we are 

being invited to sail! One of the earliest symbols for the church was a boat. In the time 

of Jesus, there were two ways to power a boat; rowing, which depended only on muscle 

work, or by harnessing the power of the wind in sailing The early church never used the 

symbol of a rowboat, always a sailboat. 

Ever since the blowing of the Spirit "like the rush of a mighty wind" at Pentecost, the 

disciples found themselves caught up in something more than they could have ever 

asked for or even imagined! 

As they felt the wind of the Spirit, the disciples lived into a new way of being God’s 

people in the name of Jesus Christ. With joy, they depended upon being God-led, God-

powered and God-sourced rather than acting like it all depended upon how hard they 

could “row.” 

Something is happening at Johns Island Presbyterian Church with the wind of the Spirit! 

All of us are being invited to learn more of how to “sail” rather than “row” as a church! 

Beginning July 10, our church leaders will be in 40 days of prayer for our congregation. 

This will lead into a special leadership  retreat culminating on Sunday, August 20th 

Worship will be led by Rev. Joan Gray, retreat leader, celebrating what it means to be a 

Sailboat Church.   

Please save the date for this special Sunday, August 20th, and be in prayer for where 

God is leading Johns Island Presbyterian Church! 

In the Love of Christ, 

 

 

 

Dr. Laurey Murphy 
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2 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am 

3 
AA 12 pm FH 

4 
 

5 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH; Worship Cmte 
1 pm CR 

6 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; Magnolia 
Garden Club 10 am
-1 pm FH 

7 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH 
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9 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am  

10 
AA 12 pm S; 
Session 6:30 pm 
CR 

11 
Last Day Women's 
Bible Study 10 am; 
Staff Meeting 11 am 
CR 

12 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

13 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; Magnolia 
Garden Club 10 am 
FH 

14 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH 

15 
 

16 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am 

17 
AA 12 pm S 

18 
Staff Meeting, 11 am 
CR 

19 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

20 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH; 

21 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH;  

22 
 

23 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Potluck, 11 am 

24 
AA 12 pm S 

25 
Staff Meeting, 12:30 
pm CR 

26 
Church Tours 10 am-12:30 pm 
S; AA 12 pm FH 

27 
Men’s Breakfast 
and Bible Study 8 
am FH 

28 
Al-Anon 10:30 am 
FH; AA 12 pm FH;  

29 

30 
Sunday School 9 am FH; 
Worship 10 am S; Fellowship 11 
am 

31      

 

Marjorie Hay 1 

Chris Quinn 2 

Karen Grooms 3 

Greer Misplay 6 

Carrie Wick 6 

Harrison Misplay 7 

Kayden Brewton 9 

Jewell Brown 9 

 

Teresa Van Oordt 10 

Marthanne Limehouse 13 

Caroline Franklin 15 

Bob Simmons 17 

Debra Razzouk 21 

Ginny Weckel 24 

Sandra Wolfe 25 

Roger Bognar 26 

 

Tina Marshall 26 

Bob Fenning 28 

Sam Reed 29 

Wendell Trivette 29 

Rebecca Wick 30 

Linda Baxley 31 

Please send errors and omissions 
to eearl@jipc.org. 

BCDDEFGCF CHHGBIJ 
BKCJIL 

Vacation Bible School, 9 am to 12 noon, Fellowship Hall 

Christian Symbol                                                                     Sparrow 

  

 Birds in general symbolize God’s presence. Sparrows represent God’s concern and 

care even for those thought insignificant. In Jesus’ words, “Are not two sparrows sold for a 

penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. … So don’t be 

afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV). 
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Heaven now gets the pleasure of this 
wonderful soul. May the memories of love shared 

strengthen all during this difficult time. 

"Greetings Johns Island Pres., 

Thank you so much for you gift! Each month when I open our donor 

list I am so very humbled that so many people are supporting us and 

the work we do here in South Sudan, Ethiopia and Sudan. These 

gifts make it possible for us to do what we feel God has called us to 

do. 

The new roles of Regional Liaisons has been challenging but 

rewarding at the same time. When we are challenged to do 

something out of our comfort zone we have to rely on God that 

much more and the reward of doing that is this wonderful feeling of 

being where God wants us. 

Things in South Sudan continue about the same, hunger, fighting, 

and people fleeing. It also means that the churches are full on a 

Sunday morning and people spend much of their week in prayer and 

advocating for peace. Please continue to pray for peace here, for the 

leaders to turn to God and for the Church to take the lead in bringing 

peace. 

We have heard that Yei Teacher Training College may open again in 

a month and we are excited about that! There are 6 students that 

were just months from graduating and we are praying that they will 

open at least for those students so that they can get their certificates 

and focus on teaching. Most of the students are already teaching in 

schools but with a certificate they will be given more respect and 

can do more for the community. 

I have tried several different emails and they all bounce back to me 

so I hope this one goes through. 

Thank you again for all you do for us through pray, gifts and emails. 

Trusting in Him, 

Lynn and Sharon Kandel 

We have a blog at: kandelsinsouthsudan.blogspot.com " 

Please pray for 
The Hanssen Family 

Barbara Huntley, Chuck Hanssen's sister, joined the 
Church Triumphant Friday, June 23. The funeral will be 

held at a later date in Phoenix, MD. 

A God-created Super Star 
“God made … the greater light to rule the day …” (Genesis 1:16, 

NRSV). The first biblical description of Creation reveals that 

God made the sun — a truly amazing body of light.  

At the sun’s center (where the temperature reaches 15 million 

degrees!), every second, 600 million tons of hydrogen fuse into 

596 million tons of helium. The 4 million “missing” tons 

become sunshine, making life on earth possible. The sun’s 

magnetic field (which reverses direction every 11 years) and 

the resulting sunspots and solar flares impact the earth in ways 

most of us rarely think about.  

Writes Dennis Overbye in the New York Times: “In all of 

recorded history, as far as scientists have been able to tell, the 

sun’s output has varied by only a tenth of a percent.” If the sun 

were more volatile, like many stars, earth would either burn up 

or freeze at regular intervals.  

As you spend time outside this summer, give thanks for this 

bright marvel that God designed. 

Ezekiel recounts that “the Spirit came into me … and I heard Ezekiel recounts that “the Spirit came into me … and I heard Ezekiel recounts that “the Spirit came into me … and I heard Ezekiel recounts that “the Spirit came into me … and I heard 

him speaking to me” (Ezekiel 2:2, NIV). Come into me, Holy him speaking to me” (Ezekiel 2:2, NIV). Come into me, Holy him speaking to me” (Ezekiel 2:2, NIV). Come into me, Holy him speaking to me” (Ezekiel 2:2, NIV). Come into me, Holy 

Spirit, that I may hear your voice. Spirit, that I may hear your voice. Spirit, that I may hear your voice. Spirit, that I may hear your voice.     
 

“Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment 

“Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment “Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment 

“Don’t pray when you feel like it. Have an appointment 

with the Lord and keep it.”

with the Lord and keep it.”with the Lord and keep it.”

with the Lord and keep it.”                 Corrie ten Boom 

"Dear JIPC friends, 

Thank you so much for my prayer quilt. I LOVE it! It's colorful, 

cheerful, & whimsical, complete with flamingos!  I definitely felt 

loved, supported and covered in prayers as I went through my 

surgery and recovery period. 

I have a little more surgery to go through the end of Sept. and will 

keep my quilt close by me! 

God bless each and every one of you, from the quilters to the ones 

tying the knots & praying. 

Love, 

Deb Nerhood" 
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The Session met Monday, June 12, 2017 at 6:30 Z.D. in the 

Conference Room of the JIPC Administration Building. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:29 Z.D. by the Moderator, 

Reverend Dr. Laurey Murphy; a quorum was declared present.   

Skip Grooms spoke briefly about his journey of faith and his call 

to become a Commissioned Lay Pastor. Upon conclusion of his 

remarks, a motion was made, seconded, and approved to bless 

and approve Mr. Grooms’ call to pursue the title of 

Commissioned Lay Pastor. Mr. Grooms was thanked for sharing 

his story and excused from the meeting at 6:50 Z.D. 

Debbie Melson, Treasurer, reported that net income for the 

month of May was —$7079.41; receipts totaled $37,284 which 

was $1,137 below budget, and expenses totaled $44,364 which is 

$3756 over budget. Year to Date (YTD) net income is $58,212. 

The session approved a joint recommendation from the 

Stewardship & Finance Committee and the Personnel Committee 

to convert JIPC’s current payroll system to an external payroll 

provider, Performance Payroll HR. 

Wi-Fi is now available in the sanctuary, except during the hours 

of worship. 

The session approved a recommendation from the Christian 

Education Committee to collect school supplies and clothing for 

the Hands of Christ ministry during the week of Vacation Bible 

School. 

Tom Stallings reported that Kiawah Cares exceeded their May 

“Month of Giving” goal and will donate $25,000.00 to the CHIP 

Ministry. 

The session approved a recommendation from the Worship 

Committee for Skip Grooms to fill the pulpit during Dr. 

Murphy’s absence on Sunday, July 16, 2017. 

The session approved Dr. Murphy’s request for the following 

vacation days, as presented by the Personnel Committee: June 

15th through noon on June 20th, as well as July 3rd, 5th, and 

July 16th through noon on July 19th. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved for JIPC to host the 

Winter CAP meeting on February 24, 2018, partnering with other 

Johns Island churches, including Hebron-Zion Presbyterian 

Church, for this event. 

A motion was made, seconded, and approved, for Richards 

Roddey to serve as JIPC’s Commissioner to CAP for the 

remainder of 2017. 

Having concluded the business of the meeting, Dr. Murphy 

closed the meeting with prayer at 7:42 Z.D.  

Jan Litton 

Clerk of Session 

STEPS 

Studying + Teaching + Equipping + Praying + Serving 

This presbytery-wide event is a wonderful opportunity for high school 

youth and adult church members, teachers, ministry teams, worship/

music leaders, officers and staffs to enrich their faith and 

understanding of the church. STEPS will take place Saturday, August 

26th at the Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church. Check-in begins at 

8:15 and the day will conclude at 4:15 with a closing Taz worship 

service. Par,cipants have an opportunity to worship, take three 

workshops, fellowship with others in our presbytery, as well as visit 

displays from various ins,tu,ons and organiza,ons and shop at the 

bookstore. Pre-registra,on deadline is August 10th and the registra,on fee is $35. Register by July 15th and you can take 

advantage of the early bird registra,on fee of $25. No pre-registra,ons will be taken a4er August 10th. We encourage you to 

preregister; however, you may register at the event ($40). Registra,on informa,on and workshop descrip,ons are available on 

the Presbytery web site, www.capresbytery.org/steps, and printed brochures may be picked up at the back of the Sanctuary. We 

hope to see you at STEPS 2017 as we celebrate the 10th year of this wonderful event! 
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Giving and Tithing?   Consider this… 

There are many different ways to contribute to the 

church. Gifts of stock, gifts of other 

kinds, wire transfers, time and talents - 

these are a few of the options available 

to any donor .Contact our Treasure, Deb 

Melson, or the two Elders of the 

Stewardship and Finance Committee, John Feldman or 

Tom Burke, for more information. 

 

SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 

NEWS 

T�� L���	�
 C�	 is using short NOOMA videos to explore thought 

provoking topics and life events. Rob Bell is the acclaimed crea,ve 

poet/founder who produced the videos, and he invites us to explore 

our world from the perspec,ve of Jesus. The topics compel the class 

to ques,on and discuss important teachings in a fresh way. Each 

week is an independent lesson, which makes it easy to a?end even 

if you miss a week. One member said a4er watching the first video 

that it impacted him more than any video he had ever seen. Rob 

Bell is the acclaimed crea,ve poet/founder who produced the 

videos, and he invites us to explore our world from the perspec,ve 

of Jesus.  

T�� S����� C�	 cordially invites you to join our study of the Acts 

of the Apostles on Sundays at 9 C.D. We have completed half of the 

Kerygma study guide and are beginning Paul’s ministry a4er his 

encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus. We expect that the 

program will require another seven to eight sessions before 

comple,on. 

For more informa,on about any of the Sunday School classes, 

please see Dr. Laurey Murphy. 

"Where's the hers?" 

B��� L���	 H��� A�� B��� 
Now through the month of August, each week's final hymn 

will be the congregation's choice! If you have a favorite 

"Best Loved Hymn", email the title to Sarah Shayban at 

ssmith@jipc.org. Be sure to include any dates you will be 

out of town so we can make sure you don't miss it. 

CHIP MINISTRYCHIP MINISTRYCHIP MINISTRYCHIP MINISTRY    

RECEIVES GIANT CHECKRECEIVES GIANT CHECKRECEIVES GIANT CHECKRECEIVES GIANT CHECK    
 

Kiawah Cares, part of the Kiawah Island Community 

Foundation, raised 118% of the goal for their spring fundraising 

drive. Because of their outstanding generosity, The CHIP 

Ministry received $26, 150 !!! How fantastic is that?!? Mike 

Orris, and his partner-in-crime Tom Stallings, are tireless when 

it comes to CHIP. And the other people volunteering in this 

ministry are too numerous to thank in this article!! People are 

drawn to Mike and Tom's energy, enthusiasm, their love of 

God, and their desire to help their fellow man. Keep up the 

good work, everyone, and THANK YOU!!!  

St. Anne, grandmother of Jesus  
 Though never mentioned in the Bible, St. Anne (or Ann) is traditionally known as the mother of Mary and 

grandmother of Jesus. Her name comes from the Hebrew Hannah, meaning “grace.” Legend holds that she believed 

herself barren until finally, after 20 years of marriage, she gave birth to the baby who would become Jesus’ mother. 

As the story goes, Anne later had two more daughters, Mary Cleopas and Mary Salome, each of whom gave birth to 

boys who came to be followers of their cousin Jesus: James the Younger and James the Elder, Simon, Jude and John 

the Evangelist.  

 Statues and pictures of Anne often show her teaching Mary to read. Others show her with both her oldest 

daughter and her grandson Jesus. Commemorated on July 26, Anne is considered the patron saint of grandmothers. In 

some parts of the world, Roman Catholics consider her their grandmother, too. 
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2017 C a m p - I n - A - V a n ! 

V��� !"# B!%&' S�(""& 

July 24th through 27th, 

9 �.3. to 12 noon 

 We are so excited to announce that this year we will 

be partnering with Bethelwoods for Vacation Bible School! 

While they will be bringing the leadership, games, 

curriculum, and all that goes into the fun of VBS, we will 

need to bring the support! We need: counselors to assist 

Bethelwoods leaders, registration helpers, arts and craft 

leaders, recreational sports leaders, snack makers, snack 

distributers, story tellers, music leaders, & nursery helpers! 

Please help us make this another fantastic summer! 

 During Vacation Bible School, we will be collecting 

school supplies and clothing, as well as accepting monetary 

donations, for Hands of Christ, an organization that helps 

needy children in Charleston County prepare for the new 

school year. The items needed include: 

School Supplies: wide-ruled notebook paper, composition 

notebooks, washable markers, crayons, pencils, rulers, kids' 

scissors, glue sticks, dividers, spiral notebooks, children's 

Bibles 

School Uniforms: white underwear, white socks, uniform 

pants, shorts, skirts ( in navy or khaki), and white school 

uniform shirts. All clothing must be new and sized for youth 

or children. 

If you would like to volunteer for this amazing week of faith 

& fun with our kids, contact: Molly Baslow, 

mollybaslow@yahoo.com, 843-367-2512. 

JIPC ISLANDERS CRUISING ALONG 

JIPC islanders are cruising along with three ac,ve groups. The 

accompanying photos show one of the groups enjoying a "tall 

ships" cruise recently. Members even helped "hoist the sails" 

just as this Islander group was doing on its first get together. 

Islanders are part of JIPC's adult small group fellowship and 

meet regularly. Each group has a membership of 15-20 adults 

represen,ng varying ages, marital status, and loca,ons in the 

areas served by our church. Ac,vi,es include casual 

gatherings in homes as well as ou,ngs for cultural or spor,ng 

events, or just "sailing around" as pictured. 

Islanders is an excellent way to develop close rela,onships 

within our diverse congrega,on. To get on board as part of a 

new Islanders group, please contact coordinators Vera Jean 

Ruff at ruff1848@bellsouth.net or Susan Stallings at 

srstallings@gmail.com. 

On Vocation? Use GPS! 
 Many vacationers rely on a global positioning system to 

get them easily to a destination. But in every season of life, God 

sends us on vocation — following his call to both feed our passions 

and serve others. Our “calling,” Frederick Buechner said, is 

“where [our] deep gladness and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  

 But is there a GPS for vocation? It’s not as detailed or 

predictive as we’d like. It doesn’t name our destination at the 

outset, and it offers general instructions rather than specific 

directions. And we may end up “recalculating” our life route more 

often than our vehicle GPS recalculates our vacation route.  

 Even so, we travel in safety. This “GPS” might stand for 

God’s Peace and Strength, or Gospel Promises Sustain, God 

Provides Salvation or Go! Proclaim! Serve! The GPS guiding our 

vocation speaks to us through Scripture, worship, trusted 

Christian friends, life events and the silence of our heart. 

Listening, we hear our Guide’s calm voice and continue on 

vocation.                      —Heidi Mann  


