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Dear Friends in Christ,
It’s that time of year with endings and beginnings, reflections of the past, pondering the
future, and remembering those who dared to follow a star and will forever be called so wise,
despite King Herods in the world! It is such an important time in our lives and in the church to
reflect, ponder, and remember. I hope you can find a moment of stillness between football and
celebrations, great food and New Year resolutions.
Frederick Buechner, an author and a Presbyterian minister, says,
"Listen to your life. See it for the fathomless mystery it is. In the boredom
and pain of it, no less than in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste,
smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of it, because in the last
analysis all moments, and life itself is grace."
Ever since my twenties when I heard Buechner speak, I have been listening and seeing
God’s grace abound with JOY in so many unexpected ways. It is always more than I could ever
imagine or ask for! Such has been my time serving as your pastor. My heart is so grateful for
each of you in this special place called Johns Island Presbyterian Church. I am humbled and in
awe of the Almighty to serve with you. Thank you all very much. Happy New Year & Epiphany
JOY!

Dr. Laurey Murphy

AN EPIPHANY!
Epiphany is not only the church season of God’s manifestation in Jesus Christ to the
Wisemen and the world. It is also a word used when there is a sense of the eyes of
your heart being opened to God’s hands upon your life or a sense of “God-with-us.”
It was that way for all of us who could be at the special Session meeting on
December 20th. It was a unanimous decision to make Richards Roddey and Jan Litton
"Elders Emeritus". We also heard the elders-elect tell their stories of faith and share
some of beliefs. Here is just a glimpse of what was shared with us in these personal
Statements of Faith:
Jacob Henley
I believe in God. God gave The Son, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross,
as a human, to take away my suffering from sin. Jesus was raised from the dead,
rose to heave, and joined God and Holy Spirit ruling over eternity as the Triune God.
Everyone sins, but God has forgiven us through Jesus Christ. God is all
powerful and has predestined all to receive Glory; yet God has given us the gift of
free will. God knows our sin and has planned what will be even though sin is
committed by everyone.
As a Christian, I have chosen to follow God. I follow Jesus Christ as the

example of God on earth. And I will listen for the Holy Spirit to direct my life that I
may live in a way which moves me closer to God’s predetermined path to heaven,
Amen.
Johnsie Mason
I believe in God the Father. I believe in the Holy Spirit. I believe in Jesus
Christ, the Son of God. I believe Jesus Christ lived on Earth in human form to teach
us how to live. I believe in the crucifixion and that Jesus Christ died to save me from
my sins. I believe in Jesus Christ’s resurrection. I believe in eternal life and that Jesus
Christ is the source of eternal life. I believe in the Holy Bible and the power of
prayer. I believe that we are all children of God.
Linda Mecchi
I believe in one true supreme being, the triune God, our Holy Father . I
believe that Jesus of Nazareth is His only son and that He chose to sacrifice himself
by taking on human form and allowing the events to transpire that led to His horrific
death on the cross. He did all of this because we are flawed, sinful people but He
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loved us enough to want to save us from sure death through his self- sacrifice.
I believe that we can be assured of this forgiveness by all that we are told
through the living word, the Bible.
I believe that the Holy Spirit is a wonderful source of comfort,
guidance, and peace given to us by the living triune God.
I believe that the Bible is a collection of writings over the ages that
did not come together accidentally but were purposed by God to be gathered
into one volume these writings were what He wanted for us to know, to
follow, and to use to answer the many questions He knew we would have. He
knew this because he designed us to be thinking, seeking, intelligent beings.
Because we are all of these things we are able to recognize the truth of the
Creator being the one who ordered the universe.
I believe that the church is an important part of the life of a
Christian because it is important to have the fellowship of other believers and
the comfort all of the traditions associated with church brings. It adds joy to
our lives as believers and enables us to do more for others on a larger scale.
I believe that we are commissioned to try throughout our lives to
emulate the example for living provided for us by Jesus to help, feed, clothe
and teach others to the full extent of the ability we possess.
Wally Meggs
I believe God is the eternal and all-powerful creator of everything
and that God is in charge of all things. God is Holy, good, and loves us. I
believe Jesus was sent as God’s son to live on earth as a human, teach us
about God and how to live, die on the cross as a sacrifice for our sins, and
conquer death through resurrection. We are given forgiveness and eternal life
as a gift of pure love and grace, not by anything we have done or can do. The
Holy Spirit exists in and around us, and can help us every day. I believe the
Bible is the inspired Word of God. I believe God gives the blessing of prayer
and the assurance that He listens to our prayers.
I believe we are commanded to love God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit, and that they seek an intimate and personal relationship with each of
us, but I have to respond and develop this relationship. I can strengthen this
relationship by reading the Bible, spending time in prayer, and being part of a
Christian community. These practices also help me discern God’s will in my
life and in the world. I am commanded to love my neighbors, which requires I
show God’s love to other church members, the community and world.

2018 FLOWER CALENDAR
The Flower Calendar for next year is available for you to reserve the
Sunday you'd like to provide flowers for worship. It's hanging on the wall
in the Sanctuary kitchen, right behind the this year's calendar.
There are no rules governing what kind of flowers you supply for worship.
You may arrange the bouquet yourself or have it delivered by your favorite
florist; that's entirely up to you. JIPC has a relationship with two local
florists you may use:
Charleston Flower Market, 1952 Maybank Highway, 843-795-0015
Keepsakes Florist, 2024 Wappoo Drive Suite A, 843-766-7807
(This florist has a key to the church )
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The Congregational Care Committee is in need of two
volunteers each week to provide light refreshments
for the Sunday Fellowship between the conclusion of the 8:30 worship
service and beginning of Sunday school. If you would like to assist with
this ministry, please sign-up on the sheet in Fellowship Hall or you
may contact Linda Mecchi, preciousfew6@aol.com, or Johnsie Mason,
johnsiepassmason@gmail.com, for more information.

Heating and Cooling the Sanctuary
A staff member found each of the four thermostats in the Sanctuary
set to COOL the morning of December 28, making the
inside temperature 58 degrees.

Please do not attempt to adjust the
thermostats. Instead, tell an Usher or an Elder
that you are extremely hot or cold, or even if you would
like the position of a shutter changed. This will help us to more

On Sunday, January 7th, the elders-elect will be ordained and
installed as the Class of 2020. The Class of 2017 rotates off the session and
will be greatly missed. Each of them has served faithfully, in the name of
Jesus Christ, at Johns Island Presbyterian Church. They have been outstanding
elders! Please give your personal thanks to these elders for their leadership at
a critical time of transition for the church. They are: Tom Burke, who was the
chair of Stewardship and served also on Personnel; Sally Cuskley, who served
as the chair of Worship and the chair of Personnel; Beth Dolby, who served
two years on Mission and Outreach with one as the chair and then on
Congregational Care; Tina Marshall, who served as the chair of
Congregational Care.

accurately program the temperature AND help to decrease our
extremely high electric bills. Thank you!

Submitted by Dr. Laurey Murphy
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Please pray for:
Tim and Lindy Michael
Lindy's sister, Chris, joined the Church Triumphant on
December 20th.
Marshall and Rachael Carter and Family
Rachael's mother, Francis Buddin, joined the Church Triumphant
December 21st after a long illness.
Ghadi and Sarah Shayban
Sarah's grandmother, Jean Bates, joined the Church
Triumphant on December 24th.
Skip and Karen Grooms
Karen's father, Jack Keating, joined the Church Triumphant
on December 25th. The service was held at St. Mary Catholic
Church on Yonges Island.
Bob and Shirley Pelletier
Shirley's sister joined the Church Triumphant on December 26th;
she was the youngest of 7 children.
Tom and Susan Stallings
Tom's sister, Trish, joined the Church Triumphant on December 31st.
Special prayers are asked for Trish's son, Jerry Savino.
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It has been my honor and privilege to serve as your Clerk of
Session for the past 5 years, and I believe that I have
performed the duties that I was called to do faithfully and
efficiently. After considerable prayer, I have submitted my
letter of resignation, which the session has accepted. I value
the numerous friendships that have blessed me at Johns Island
Presbyterian Church, and I pray that the best days are ahead
for the congregation and its mission.
The entire JIPC family thanks Jan for her tireless service to our
church and the exceptional work she has performed as our Clerk
of Session. She has done a wonderful job for the Session and the
entire congregation.

Heaven now gets the pleasure of these wonderful souls. May the
memories of love shared strengthen all during this difficult time.
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Presbytery Youth Council

Keep an eye out for

an anonymous survey about our
Christian Education ministry coming in January. We greatly
appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts,
perspective, and ideas about how we can make our educational
ministry more accessible, more meaningful, and more in touch
with the needs of our church community.

The Charleston Atlantic Presbytery Youth Council is a unique
opportunity for high school youth to gain valuable leadership
skills, learn more about the Presbyterian Church (USA), get to
know other youth from around the presbytery, and serve the
church in an important and challenging way! Representatives
from churches across the presbytery serve on this council.
Members of this council have regular meetings and are
responsible for planning and organizing several presbytery-wide
events throughout the year. JIPC can have two representatives on
the council. The application period opens in the Spring. Talk to
Elizabeth Nix for more info!

Children’s Church Ministry
During the 11 o’clock worship service, children ages 3-6 are
invited to participate in children’s church, beginning immediately
following the children’s moment. At JIPC, we believe people of
all ages are welcome to worship for us but that the structure of a
traditional worship service may be difficult for a 3-6 year old to
engage with. Because of this, we offer children’s church, where
they have the chance to encounter the stories of Scripture and
traditions of the faith in a setting that encourages their
engagement. This ministry cannot happen without the support of
the congregation by way of volunteers.
Beginning in January, we are adopting a 12-week rotating
schedule. Our hope is to have at least 12 people leading this
ministry once every 12 weeks. The lesson and all supplies are
provided to the teacher prior to the Sunday they are teaching. If
you would like to be a part of the 12-week rotation, please let
Elizabeth Nix or Molly Baslow know.

Small Groups and Bible Studies
The Tuesday Night Small Group will begin meeting again on
January 9th at 6:30 G.H. at the home of Jan Eubank, 3424
Bohicket Road. They will begin their study of When God’s Spirit
Moves. Contact Jan Eubank jeubank@kiawah.com for details.
The Women’s Bible Study will not meet January 2. They will
pick back up with their study of A Woman’s Heart on January 9.
Contact Alice Hills for more info, 843-568-6687.
The Men’s Bible Study will have its regularly scheduled meeting
on January 4, 11, 18, and 25. They are beginning a new study in
January on several significant events from Exodus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy, and Joshua.

Provide a Meal for KFC!

NEW

On Sunday evenings, 4:30-6 G.H., our children and youth gather
for choir, fellowship, and to explore their faith. At 5:30 G.H.,
parents, children, and youth gather for dinner together. Providing
the space, time, and meal for this educational ministry for our
children and youth is an important part of the ministry here at
Johns Island Presbyterian. I hope you will consider providing a
meal and supporting our children and youth. If you are interested
in providing a meal, contact Elizabeth Nix.

If you are interested in joining JIPC, are a new member, or a long
time member who wants to learn more about "What it Means to
Be A Presbyterian"--then join us for a 4 part series on Sunday
mornings in January from 9:50-10:45 K.H. We will meet around
the coffee pot in the Fellowship Hall.
January 7: Our Basic Beliefs
January 14: Our Family Tree
January 21: Our Ways of Worship
January 28: The “Presbyterian Way” of doing

Kids For Christ

NEW

January 7: KFC 4:30-6 G.H. in the Fellowship Hall
January 14: KFC 4:30-6 G.H. in the Fellowship Hall
January 21: KFC 4:30-6 G.H. in the Fellowship Hall
January 28: KFC 4:30-6 G.H. in the Fellowship Hall

Beginning January 21, 4:30-6 G.H., we will begin a study of the
book, Present over Perfect. This book offers a catalyst for
discussion about how our faith leads us to respond to our
culture’s expectation of perfection. Join us to explore how we
might better resemble the image of God if our focus was on
being present, rather than being perfect. Copies of the resource
are available in the fellowship hall. Contact Molly Baslow or
Laurey Murphy for more info.

Copies of the January KFC calendar can be found on the
Christian Education bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall.
Calendars with information regarding February and the rest of
the Spring will be available soon.

New Nursery Hire!
High School Presbytery Retreat- February 9-11

In December, Session approved the hiring of new nursery staff
member, Ciana Clayton.
Ciana Clayton grew up in Mt. Pleasant and is currently attending
Charleston Southern University. She has both volunteer and paid
experience working in church nurseries and infant Sunday school
classes. She is excited to join us in this important ministry. Her
first day is December 31, be sure to stop by the nursery and
welcome her!

The Charleston-Atlantic Presbytery has a Middle School Retreat
in the fall (November) and an High School Retreat in the winter
(February). Both Retreats are held at Bethelwoods Camp and
Conference Center in York, SC. These retreats are open to any
youth in our presbytery! All the events are planned and lead by
our Presbytery Youth Council, which is composed of youth
representatives and youth leaders from churches in the
presbytery.
These retreats are always very well done, inclusive of youth
groups of all sizes, and offer a meaningful way to connect with
and get involved in the larger Presbyterian community of which
Johns Island Presbyterian church is a part.
If you are interested in learning more about the High School
Retreat coming up in February, contact Elizabeth Nix.

Elizabeth Nix
Director of Christian Education
(843) 303-7275 enix@jipc.org
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SUN

MON

1

TUE

WED

2

8

LMHHNOPMO
Worship 8:30 am S; Fellowship 9:40 AA 12 pm S;
am FH; Sunday School 10 am FH;
Session 5:30 pm
Worship 11 am S; KFC 4:30-6 pm FH;
Session Lunch 12 pm

FRI

3

4

5

Tours 10:30-12 p S;
AA 12 pm FH; Early
Choir 3:30 pm S;
Handbells 6 pm S;
Late Choir 7 pm S

Men’s Breakfast
and Bible Study 8
am FH; CHIP
Meeting 1 pm CR

Al-Anon 10:30 am
FH; Worship
Committee 11 am
CR; AA 12 pm FH

9

10

11

12

Women's Bible
Study 10 am FH;
Staff Meeting 1 pm
CR; Tues Night
Small Group 6:30 pm

Tours 10:30-12 p S;
AA 12 pm FH; Early
Choir 3:30 pm S;
Handbells 6 pm S;
Late Choir 7 pm S

Men’s Breakfast
Al-Anon 10:30 am
and Bible Study 8
FH; AA 12 pm FH
am FH; Magnolia
Garden Club 10 am
-1 pm FH; Dr.
Wilborn's Tour
Group 4:30 pm

AA 12 pm S

7

THU

14

15

16

17

18

19

Worship 8:30 am S; Fellowship 9:40
am FH; Sunday School 10 am FH;
Worship 11 am S; KFC 4:30-6 pm FH

AA 12 pm S

Women's Bible
Study 10 am FH;
Staff Meeting 1 pm
CR; Tues Night
Small Group 6:30 pm

Tours 10:30-12 p S;
AA 12 pm FH; Early
Choir 3:30 pm S;
Handbells 6 pm S;
Late Choir 7 pm S

Men’s Breakfast
and Bible Study 8
am FH

Al-Anon 10:30 am
FH; AA 12 pm FH

21

22

23

24

25

26

Worship 8:30 am S; Fellowship 9:40 AA 12 pm S
am FH; Sunday School 10 am FH;
Worship 11 am S; KFC 4:30-6 pm FH;
Staff Holiday Lunch 12:30 pm

Women's Bible Study
10 am FH; Staff
Meeting 1 pm CR;
Tues Night Small
Group 6:30 pm

Tours 10:30-12 p S;
AA 12 pm FH; Early
Choir 3:30 pm S;
Handbells 6 pm S;
Late Choir 7 pm S

Men’s Breakfast
and Bible Study 8
am FH

Al-Anon 10:30 am
FH; AA 12 pm FH

28

29

30

31

Worship 8:30 am S; Fellowship 9:40
am FH; Sunday School 10 am FH;
Worship 11 am S; Prayer Team
Meeting 12 noon FH; KFC 4:30-6 pm
FH

AA 12 pm S

Women's Bible Study Tours 10:30-12 p S;
10 am FH; Staff
AA 12 pm FH
Meeting 1 pm CR;
Tues Night Small
Group 6:30 pm

SAT

6

13

20

27

Beth Condit

3

Coe Misplay

20

Taber Stelling

3

Frank Davis

24

Emma Schwuchow

8

Lindsay Bragg

25

Wendy Korb

10

Ruby Jenkins

26

Jane Marvin

11

Liz Boyd

27

Anne Watson

11

Annette Pye

27

Tom Litton

16

Bill Wolfe

27

Sarah Haynes

17

Leonard Baxley

28

Jody Garvey

18

Ruth Eadie

30

Martha Carter

19

Lynne Caddell

31
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Please send errors and omissions to eearl@jipc.org.

Johns Island
Presbyterian Church (USA)

The Session

Dr. Laurey Murphy, Pastor
lmurphy@jipc.org
Sarah Shayban, Dir. of Music
ssmith@jipc.org
Elizabeth Nix, Dir. of Christian Education
enix@jipc.org
Elaine Earl, Administrator
eearl@jipc.org

Molly Baslow
John Feldman
Jacob Henley
Pete Hubbard
Ruby Jenkins
Johnsie Mason
Linda Mecchi
Wally Meggs
Mike Orris
Sally Rhodes
Tom Stallings
John Wells

843-559-9380
www.jipc.org
Class Schedule
Sunday School: Nursery, 4-5 Year Old, Lower
Elementary, Tweens, Heavenly Hopefuls, Seekers,
Library Class
Sunday Afternoon: Kids for Christ & Children's Choir
Tuesday: Women's Bible Study; Tuesday Night Small
Group
Thursday: Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study

8:30 K.H. Worship
9:30 K.H. Fellowship
10 K.H. Sunday School
11 K.H. Worship
Communion celebrated the First Sunday of
every month at both services.
9 K.H. Sunday School
10 K.H. Worship
11 K.H. Potluck Luncheon
Nursery is available for all services for ages
3 and under. Children’s Time for ages 4-6 is
during the 11 o’clock worship.

Leaders And Staff
Clerk of Session:
Treasurer:
Debbie Melson
Asst. Treasurer:
Ruby Jenkins
Endowment Fund: Charlie Larsen

Custodian:
Nursery:

Annette Pye
Joann Brown
Lelaina McIntosh
Ciana Clayton
Flower Cmte: Patty Anderson
Wedding Director: Betsy Quinn

2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC 29455

Communion Sunday 2/4
High School Retreat 2/9-11
Winter Stated Meeting 2/24

