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Dear Friends in Christ,
The most strange and beautiful season in the Christian year is here - Advent! It is
strange as it is the beginning of a new year in the Church tradition of telling God’s
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story in Jesus Christ. It is also strange in that circular sense of adventus, the coming of
Jesus Christ. He is the one who has come, who comes and will come again to fulfill the
promise of “God’s Kingdom come.”

Advent is beautiful because the music, the

scriptures, the light of candles pierce the darkest time of year reminding us of the
promise and hope in Him who “...is the Light of all people and the darkness did not
overcome it.”
These four Sundays in Advent focus us on waiting, hoping and yearning for God. The
theologian Karl Barth said it is a time that we are always living. It is that sense of “the
already, but not yet” which is the presence of God now but still yet to come again in
Jesus Christ. It is a strange and beautiful message of Hope, Peace, Joy and Love that
the Church has found in the Word of God. It is God’s gift of the Good News in the
coming of Jesus Christ.
Together let us live into this Advent season with our hearts open by the prayers of the
Spirit to be ready “for God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son.”
May your Advent Blessings abound as we prepared for His coming!

Connect With Us
Visit Our Website: www.jipc.org
Follow Us on Facebook
/JohnsIslandPresbyterian
Receive a Digital Beacon + Alerts
send your email to eearl@jipc.org
8:30 a.m.
9:40 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.

Worship
Fellowship
Sunday School
Worship

9 a.m.
10 a.m.
11 a.m.

Sunday School
Worship
Fellowship and Potluck Luncheon

Communion is gluten-free and celebrated the First Sunday of every month at both services. Nursery is
available for all services for ages 3 and under. Children’s Time for ages 4-6 is during the 11 o’clock worship.

Don't Miss A Sunday! Listen To A Sermon
www.jipc.org;
About Us;
Sunday Worship Services
Speak With An Usher
Call The Church Office: 843-559-9380

Johns Island
Presbyterian Church
(843) 559-9380 | www.jipc.org

Session Highlights

The Staff:
Laurey Murphy, Pastor

lmurphy@jipc.org

Sarah Shayban, Dir. of Music

ssmith@jipc.org

Elizabeth Nix, Dir. of Christian Ed.

The Session met Monday, November 12, 2018 at
6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Joining the
session were Debbie Melson, Treasurer, and Kay
Hudson and Betsy Quinn. The meeting began
with a prayer.
Clerk’s Report: New Members joining the church
in November were Megan and Reggie Brown by
Reaffirmation of Faith, Patti Tully by Transfer of
Membership from New Providence Presbyterian
Church of NJ, Dory Ingram by Reaffirmation of
Faith, and Beverly and Dean Stribling by Transfer
of Membership from Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Spartanburg.
Treasurer’s Report: Debbie Melson presented the
financial report for October. The balance sheet
was reviewed and final payments to M&O
recipients were discussed. John Feldman made a
motion that the $315 left from the Pentecost
offering be moved to the CHIP Ministry Fund and
the motion approved.
The balance sheet information shows that the
church remains in a strong financial position.
Income was below budget for October by over
$4000 and expenses were over budget by a like
amount. For the year expenses exceed income by
$14,468. The pattern of historically stronger
pledge income in November and December is
expected to erase this deficit by year end.
ORDER OF THE DAY: John Feldman
introduced the Sailing Team’s Discernment
Report to the session. There were a number of
points of agreement:
1. That all future work be Spirit driven of what
God’s mission is for us.
2. Discipleship and Ministry should be considered
together because of their similarities.
3. JIPC facilities are inadequate.
4. Discipleship and Ministry focusing on the
needs of the congregation and the community
should drive the building / facilities phase.
5. The Sailing Team has done wonderful work
and is needed to continue helping the session
discern where the Spirit is leading our church.
After discussion, there was a consensus that it
would be good to have a session retreat early next
year to look at the discernment findings and focus
on the priorities for where the Spirit is leading the
church both now and in the long term. The
Sailing Team was asked to continue in helping the
session in this process.

Committee Reports:
Generosity Committee: John Feldman reported
that the Generosity Committee will finalize the
income side of the budget next week as pledges
continue to come in, and that the treasurer is
working with the Committee Chairs to complete
the expense side of the budget. The goal is to
finalize the budget for the December session
meeting so that it can be presented to the
congregation when it meets to vote on Dr.
Murphy’s terms of call.
Christian Education Committee:
The four
motions from the committee on upcoming
curriculums were presented together: to approve
the Holy Land Marketplace curriculum for the
2019 VBS; to approve the Women’s Bible study
of Rejoice! Reflections on Four Seasonal Hymns;
and to approve two Advent devotionals.
The
motion carried.
Personnel Committee: Peter Hubbard reported
that the committee has changed the anniversary
date on which to base Dr. Murphy’s Terms of call
from June 1 to December 31, and moved to
approve Dr. Murphy’s Terms of Call. The motion
carried.
Worship Committee: Ruby Jenkins presented a
motion to approve the June 15, 2019 Lockridge/
Wright wedding to be held in the Sanctuary. The
motion carried.
New Business:
Dr. Murphy discussed 2019 Committee
Assignments and asked for session members to
give her their first, second and third choices for
which committees they wished to serve. The
moderator will meet with the clerk to discern
committee assignments for 2019.
It was moved by Wally Meggs, seconded and
approved that Ruby Jenkins be elected
Commissioner
to the Charleston-Atlantic
Presbytery meeting on Tuesday, December 11 at
First Presbyterian Church in Beaufort, SC.
FOR THE GOOD OF THE CHURCH
Mike Orris discussed the work that will be done
on MLK Day, as CHIP will head up “Dream Day”
in which churches on Johns and Wadmalaw Island
will work together repairing homes.
The Session adjourned at 8:04 p.m. with a prayer.
Charles Larsen
Clerk of Session
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enix@jipc.org

Elaine Earl, Administrator

eearl@jipc.org

Fran Coyle, Admin. Assistant

office@jipc.org

Joann Brown, Nursery A ttendant
Lelaina McIntosh, Nursery Attendant
Marya Smith, Nursery Attendant
Annette Pye, Custodian
The Session Committees:
Christian Education

Molly Baslow

mollybaslow@yahoo.com

Sally Rhodes

sallyrhodes12@yahoo.com

Congregational Care

Johnsie Mason

johnsiepassmason@gmail.com

Linda Mecchi

preciousfew6@aol.com

Generosity

John Feldman

jrfeld2@bellsouth.net

Tom Stallings

thomasjstallings@gmail.com

Missions & Outreach

Mike Orris
Wally Meggs

mfamilyo@aol.com
wally.meggs@gmail.com

Operations

Pete Hubbard
John Wells

peterehubbard@yahoo.com
bydasea@bellsouth.net

Worship

Ruby Jenkins

jenkinsbr@bellsouth.net

Jacob Henley

jhenley@kiawah.com

Volunteer Leaders:
Endowment Fund Chair

Charlie Larsen

kiawahchas@aol.com

Church Treasurer

Deb Melson

dmelson@mrs-cmc.com

Assistant Treasurer

Ruby Jenkins

jenkinsbr@bellsouth.net

Flower Committee Chair

Patty Anderson

patande1985@att.net

Wedding Coordinator

Betsy Quinn
The Sailing Team

betsyquinn@icloud.com
sailingteam@jipc.org

(formerly known as The Visioning Team)
The CHIP Ministry

843-203-6592
chipministry@jipc.org
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JIPC's Newest Members
November 2018

The Presbyterian Church (USA)
reflects God's gift to us through
the Christmas Joy Offering, with
generous gifts supporting church
Reg and Meg Brown
Joined by Reaffirmation
of Faith

leaders among us, retired, present and future, who have pointed us

Dory Ingram
Joined by Reaffirmation
of Faith

to God. Even as we support our current and former Church
leaders, God is calling new leaders for our Church and world,
through the ministry of Presbyterian-related schools and colleges
equipping communities of color, offering students the means for a
brighter future and enhanced opportunities to use their talents and
skills to serve God, the Church and the world for years to come.

Beverly and Dean
Stribling
Joined by Transfer of Letter

Patty Tully
Joined by Transfer of
Letter

Please watch your Sunday bulletins for inserts with more
information. Thank you for prayerfullyconsidering how you can
help.

"As for me and my house, we will serve The Lord.."
Joshua 24:15

“God’s Story, Our Story”
Here is what our calendar looks like as Christians showing the
seasons of the Church Year:
For centuries, the Church has ordered the 365 days of a year in
a special way. It is not by the position of the sun or the moon, the
start and end of the school year, nor by the requirements of the IRS. It
is ordered by key aspects of God’s Story in the story of Jesus Christ:
the waiting expectancy, the birth, life and ministry, final days, death,
resurrection, and the giving of the Holy Spirit to His disciples as the
birth of the Church. Thus, there are key “holy days” that are often
called “holidays” for example, Christmas and Easter. And, there are
seasons that have been added around these holy days, as in the four
Sundays in Advent leading up to Christmas.
The Christian calendar is a way of remembering, recalling and
reliving God’s story in Jesus Christ so that we realize God’s story is
the story of our life!
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Happy Birthday, Jesus!
Elizabeth Nix
Director of Christian Education
(843) 303-7275
enix@jipc.org

On Sunday December 23, Sunday School will be

Kids For Christ (KFC)
December Schedule

inter-generational, with all attendees meeting in
Fellowship Hall at 9 a.m. (only one service that
Sunday) for a birthday party celebrating Jesus’

 December 2 4:30-6 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

birth! If you would like to bring a donation, please
talk to Elizabeth. If you wish to bring a present,
we are collecting donations for infants that are
sorely needed by our local shelters and food

Adults
Our Heavenly Hopefuls are studying 1 Samuel

blankets, infant bath items, rash ointments, wipes,

break into groups to spread Christmas cheer to

and other similar items.

our homebound members and friends.

working with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. You
don’t want to miss it! More information regarding
this gathering coming soon!

Would You Like to Work
With Our Children and
Youth on Sunday Nights?

Our Library Class is studying Adam Hamilton’s
book, Making Sense of the Bible and meets in the

Games, Bible studies, and mission projects require

Library of the Administration Building.

several adults to make it happen. We consistently

Our Seekers is studying the Book of Genesis; this

have 30 kids at KFC and need several more hands

class meets in the Fellowship Hall.

on deck for activities and crafts. If you are

Hall from 10-11 a.m. on Tuesday mornings. They

 December 23 4:30-6 p.m., in Fellowship Hall

experience in the Civil Rights Movement and

sanctuary.

The Women’s Bible Study meets in Fellowship

 December 16 4:30-6 p.m., in Fellowship Hall

John Reynolds will be speaking with us about his

and meet in the history room in the back of the

Weekly Small Groups & Classes

Gather in Fellowship Hall immediately following
the second service for lunch, after which we will

Mark your Calendars! On Sunday, January 20,

10 - 10:45 a.m. Sunday mornings

 December 9 - Christmas Caroling!

pantries. Suggested items include diapers, baby

Guest Speaker in January
Sunday Small Groups

Advent Celebration - see below

interested in helping to nurture and support our
youngest disciples, please let Elizabeth Nix know.

Sunday, December 2

Advent Celebration

You could provide dinner...

are working through an Advent study based

Each week we provide dinner for our children and

around the text of ancient hymns. They will meet

youth. For more information on how many will be

December 4th and 11th, then take a short break to

eating each week, allergies, and other details,

resume in January. Join anytime! Contact Alice

speak with Elizabeth Nix or Molly Baslow. The

Hills for more details: afhills@gmail.com

need is especially great for The Advent

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meets in

Celebration on December 2nd.

Fellowship Hall at 8 a.m. on Thursday mornings.

...or Teach Children’s Church!

For The Whole
CHURCH FAMILY !
4:30-6 P.M. IN FH
Let's gather to prepare our hearts and
minds for the season of advent. As
we await the retelling of the birth of

Contact Charlie Larsen for more information at

This is a program designed to lead our 4-6 year

Christ, and the second coming of

kiawahchas@aol.com

olds in a worship service that better fits their need

Christ during this season, we refocus

The Tuesday Night Small Group meets from 6:30-

for movement, laughter, and tangible exploration

ourselves on the lives God would

8:30 p.m. on Tuesday evenings. They will meet

of faith. At the 11 a.m. service immediately

want us to live, allowing our faith to

December 4th and 11th, then take a short break to

following the children’s moment, our 4-6 year

resume in January. The group is presently

olds move to the Fellowship Hall, where they

engaged in looking at Christmas from Mary’s

worship God by hearing the Bible study, playing

perspective, using an Adam Hamilton study, Not a

games, making crafts, and eating a snack! Join

begins to unfold, gather with your

Silent Night. Join them as they gather in

God’s Spirit alive in our youngest disciples as

faith

fellowship, study, and prayer. Contact Jan Eubank

they explore their own life of faith and what it

fellowship, decorating the Chrismon

for more information, jeubank@kiawah.com.

means to worship God. All lessons are planned

tree, prayer, and crafts which will

and supplies prepared ahead of time by Elizabeth

help us celebrate the Advent season.

Nix.
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be a significant part of our daily life.
As the busy, hectic holiday season
community

for

dinner

The final Ladies’ Potluck Luncheon for 2018
will be on Tuesday, December 11th at noon in
Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to share; the

Trunk or Treat was a huge hit with our kids of all ages!

church will provide everything else. We hope
you can join us!

l o w e r
Ministry
The Flower Calendar for 2019 has openings

Prayer Quilts
Made with Love, Tied with Prayer
Three important things:
1. Prayer Quilt Workshop
Saturday, December 8
9:30-12:00, Fellowship Hall

for you to sign-up to provide flowers for worship

2. Change of Contact Information fr om

on Sunday mornings. The flowers can be

December 16 through January 20

dedicated in memory of someone, in honor of

Susanne Callahan, 843-557-0265, susu1935@comcast.net

someone, or celebration of an anniversary,

Sally Cuskley, 843-637-4160, nysalc@gmail.com

The IRS rules state that it’s the date of the postmark OR the

birthday, or milestone event. The calendar can be

Barbara Sanders, 843-718-2088,

date the contribution is received that counts, not the date of

found in the back of the Sanctuary before being
placed in its normal home hanging in the
Sanctuary kitchen.

bsanders001@comcast.net

flowers you supply for worship. You may arrange
them yourself, use your favorite florist or use

the check.

3. Merry Christmas!

The last Sunday in 2018 is December 30th; anything you

from

place in the Offering Plate that Sunday will be considered

The JIPC Prayer Quilters

There are no rules governing what kind of

And End of the Year
Contributions

"received" by the church, and therefore included in 2018
and will show on your End-of-Year Giving Statement.

It's not about the quilt...

And remember: you can always check your giving records

It's all about the prayers.

and print your statement by logging on to our ShelbyNext
church management software. Please drop an email to

Keepsake Florist, who have a key to the church

Elaine Earl, eearl@jipc.org., if you'd like another copy of

and can deliver them The arrangements can be

the instructions of how to log on.

taken home after the 11 o'clock service or they
can be donated to The Flower Ministry, who will
see that they get a good home with someone in
the hospital, or a homebound member or friend.
If you have any questions, please contact Patty
Anderson patande1985@att.net, Dee Wardle
deewardle2@gmail.com

or

Susan

Stallings,

Name tags at church make church family life easier
on everyone, and you don't have to be a member;
the church will provide it for anyone who wants
one. Please email Elaine Earl, eearl@jipc.org, to
ask to have one made especially for you. Please
also let her know if you prefer to use a nickname
instead of your given name. And they're magnetic,
so they won't damage our clothes.

Sunday, December 23
Worship at 10 a.m.
Monday, December 24

Please pray for the family of
Hal and Jo Fallon, November 16, 2018

Family Worship 5 p.m.
Candlelight Worship 7 p.m.

Heaven now gets the pleasure of these
wonderful souls. May the memories of love
shared strengthen all during this difficult time.

Sunday, December 30
Worship at 10 a.m.
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The 11th Annual Feeding of The Multitudes is in the books, and once again JIPC helped to
make it a resounding success. Thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make this possible!!

Here and Now
Bishop Stephen Bouman
stood behind an altar in a
small crypt chapel of the
Church of the Annunciation
in Nazareth, supposedly at
the location where Mary
heard she was going to have a baby. Carved into
the altar was the Latin for “The Word was made
flesh,” but Bouman noticed an addition: hic, or
“here.” Verbum caro hic factum est, “The Word
was made flesh here.”
Whoever authorized that inscription
probably meant it to refer to that specific
location. In reality, however, the Incarnation
means God became flesh here on earth, for all of
us. The Incarnation means we can speak of the
nearness of God. It means God walks with us on
earth, and that if we are saved anywhere, it is

A Merry Balance
In Luke 10:38-42, Martha gets a bad rap. After
all, we need Marthas to get things done and to
show hospitality. (Note that Martha is the one
who opens up her home to Jesus in the first
place!)

The Perfect Gift
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry said, “Love does not
consist in gazing at each other but in looking
outward together in the same direction.” At
Christmas we celebrate God coming to earth to
look outward with us in the same direction, from
our perspective and experience.

Marthas are needed in December, but holiday

Jesus was an ordinary person: He learned to

preparations shouldn’t shift our focus from the

talk and walk like any toddler, learned a trade

reason for the season. When we become

from his father and acquired the habits of faith

“worried and distracted” as Martha did (v. 41,

from his family. In adulthood, Jesus experienced

NRSV), we’re tempted to trade God’s “one

life as we all do: the challenge of hard work, grief

thing” (v. 42) for the world’s many worthless

at a loved one’s death, heartache over

things. Yet if we’re only like Mary, we may forget

oppression and the world’s great needs — but

to let the world know who we’re celebrating!
So this Christmas, keep a proper balance
between your inner Mary and your inner Martha.
Take time to “be Mary,” kneeling at the manger,
so that all the merry things you do as Martha
have meaning and serve the newborn king.

right here.

also joy in celebration, fellowship with neighbors
and deep friendship.
God personally knows our every experience,
emotion and need — because Jesus, while fully
divine, lived as a full human being. He has gazed
at the world, life and even death from our
direction, giving us the perfect Christmas gift:
love.

“Jesus did not come to make
God’s love possible, but to make
God’s love visible.”
Author Unknown

“In the depth of every mystery,
Jesus puts a face.”
Nathan M. Pusey
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“The earth has grown old with its
burden of care, but at Christmas
it always is young.”
Phillips Brooks

December
Sunday, December 2
8:30 a
9:40 a
10 a
10 a
11 a
2:30 p
4:30-6 p

Worship-S
Fellowship-FH
Sunday School-A, FH, P
Choir Rehearsal-CH
Worship
Officer Training
Advent Celebration

Monday, December 3
12 p

AA-FH

Tuesday, December 4
10 a
1p
6:30 p

Women's Bible Study-FH
Staff Meeting-CR
Small Group

Wednesday, December 5
10-12 p
12 p
3:30 p
6p
7p

Tours-S
AA-FH
Early Choir-S
Handbells-S
Late Choir-S

Thursday, December 6
8a

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH

Friday, December 7
10:30 a
12 p

Al-Anon-FH
AA-FH

Saturday, December 8
9:30-12 p
2-4 p

Prayer Quilt Workshop-FH
Private Memorial Service

Sunday, December 9
8:30 a
9:40 a
10 a
10 a
11 a
12-2 p

Worship-S
Fellowship-FH
Sunday School-A, FH, P
Choir Rehearsal-CH
Worship
Christmas Caroling

Friday, December 21
10:30 a
12 p

Al-Anon-FH
AA-P

Sunday, December 23
9a
10 a
10 a
11 a

Sunday School-A, FH, P
Worship-S
Choir Rehearsal-CH
Fellowship-FH

Monday, December 24
12 p
5p
7p

AA-FH
Family Service
Candlelight Service

Tuesday, December 25
Offices Closed

Wednesday, December 26
Offices Closed
10-12 p
Tours-S
12 p
AA-FH

Thursday, December 27
8a

Offices Closed
Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH

Friday, December 28
10:30 a
12 p

Al-Anon-FH
AA-FH

Sunday, December 30
9a
10 a
10 a
11 a

Sunday School-A, FH, P
Worship-S
Choir Rehearsal-CH
Fellowship-FH

Monday, December 31
12 p

AA-FH

LOCATION CODES
CR Conference Room
FH
Fellowship Hall
P Parlor
S Sanctuary

A
CH
PA

Annex
Choir Room
Pavilion

Monday, December 10
12 p
6:30 p

AA-FH
Session-CR

New members Reg and Meg Brown

Tuesday, December 11
10 a
12 p
6:30 p

welcomed their new daughter on

Women's Bible Study-FH
Ladies' Potluck-FH
Small Group

November 15th: Sierra Lynn Brown,
8 lbs. 7 oz. The proud parents say

Wednesday, December 12
10-12 p
12 p
3:30 p
6p
7p

they are grateful for their amazing

Tours-S
AA-FH
Early Choir-S
Handbells-S
Late Choir-S

blessing.

8a
10 a
1p

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH
Magnolia Garden Club-FH
Staff Meeting-CR

Friday, December 14
10:30 a
12 p

Al-Anon-FH
AA-FH

Sunday, December 16
8:30 a
9:40 a
10 a
10 a
11 a
4:30-6 p

Worship-S
Fellowship-FH
Sunday School-A, FH, P
Choir Rehearsal-CH
Worship-S
KFC-FH

Monday, December 17
12 p

AA-FH

Tuesday, December 18
6:30 p

Small Group

Wednesday, December 19
10-12 p
12 p
3:30 p

Tours-S
AA-FH
Combined Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 20
8a
1p

Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH
Staff Meeting-CR

December Ushers and Greeters

Thursday, December 13

8:30
11:00

8:30
11:00

8:30
11:00

10:00

10:00

Congratulations!

Riley Fletcher
Jamie Danford
John Branyon
Scott Stelling
Ozzie Corley
Bill Hendrix
Jerry Cooper
Alice Hills
Noah Danford
Mary Ellis Misplay
Roger Lundgren
Debbie Melson
Kathy Bruce
Faye Burke
Kelsey Danford
Paul Hilstad
Pete Hubbard
Barbara Bognar
Lee Ann Sullivan
Lucas Parra
Gerald Brokaw
Barbara Reynolds
Joe Carter
Joan Reed
Bob Scholes
James Moseley
Scott Gordon
Neva Belle Carter
Merriman Dowdle
Chisholm Seabrook

12/01
12/02
12/03
12/04
12/05
12/05
12/06
12/07
12/08
12/08
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/11
12/13
12/13
12/13
12/14
12/14
12/18
12/19
12/19
12/21
12/21
12/25
12/27
12/28
12/29
12/29
12/31

December 2, Communion Sunday
Greeters
Ushers
Bob and Ruby Jenkins
Charlie and Brenda Larsen
Roger Lundgren
Tom and Faye Burke
Sam and Joan Reed
December 9
Greeters
Ushers
Ed Jones, Ann Wessel
Cheryl Boswell
Ruby Jenkins
TBD
TBD
December 16
Greeters
Ushers
Barbara Sanders
Al and Deborah Trivette
TBD
TBD
December 23, One Service
Greeters
Ushers
Patty Anderson
Bill and Mary Torello
December 30, Fifth Sunday
Greeters
Ushers
Ted and Tina Marshall
Youth
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Poinsettia Order Form
I would like to order ___________ Poinsettias at $10 each.
In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

In Memory

In Honor Of:

To the Glory of Christ’s Birth
Please use this form to order Poinsettias to decorate our Sanctuary for the
Christmas season. Complete the information below before the deadline of
Wednesday, December 13th. Please include payment with this order form, and
you may make your check payable to JIPC with “Poinsettias” noted in the memo
section.

You may take your poinsettias home after Christmas Eve services. Any poinsettias
remaining will be shared with our local nursing homes.
Will you be taking your poinsettias home or donating them?
PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE

HOME

DONATE

2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC 29455
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Communion Sunday 1/6
Epiphany 1/6
Souper Bowl of Caring 2/3
1st Sunday in Lent 3/10

