
About the Tenebrae Service 

 

 This service is a modern version of the ancient Tenebrae, a 

Latin word which means "darkness". Tenebrae is observed on 

Good Friday, to impress upon the minds and hearts of believers 

the tragic consequences of humanity’s sin, and the greatness of 

our Savior’s sacrifice on the cross. 

 As the service proceeds, the church is darkened gradually. 

After each of the seven "words", a candle is extinguished to 

symbolize the gradual abandonment and denial of Jesus, by his 

friends and disciples during his dying hour. Let this remind us of 

our own desertion of Jesus, and the consequences of separation 

from Him. 
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PRELUDE   Nocturne in C Sharp Frédéric Chopin 

Eleanor Lee, piano 

STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME 

INTROIT   He Was Despised, from Messiah GF Handel 

Jim Logan, baritone 

CALL TO WORSHIP  From Romans 8 

 Who is to condemn? 

  It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, 

  who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 

 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? 

  Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 

  or nakedness, or peril or sword? 

 No, in all these things, we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

  For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels,  

  nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers 

  nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

  to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 Knowing that love in Jesus Christ, let us worship the Lord our God!  

PRAYER 

THE FIRST WORD  Judy Hubbard 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  luke 23: 34a 

The first candle is extinguished. 

ANTHEM   O Sacred Head, Now Wounded Robert Leaf 

Amanda Henley, clarinet 

THE SECOND WORD  Raymond Lightfoot 

“Today, you shall be with me in paradise.”  luke 23:43 

The second candle is extinguished. 

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE,  

O noblest brow and dearest, in other days the world 

All feared when Thou appearedst. What shame on Thee was hurled! 

How art Thou pale and anguished, with sore abuse and scorn; 

How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn! 

THE THIRD WORD  Beth Dolby 

“Woman, behold thy son…Behold, thy mother.”  john 19: 26b, 27a 

The third candle is extinguished. 

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE 

What, thou my Lord, has suffered was all for sinners' gain: 

Mine, mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 'Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favor, and grant to me Thy grace. 

THE FOURTH WORD  Heather Greene 

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  matthew 27: 45 

The fourth candle is extinguished. 

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE 

What language shall I borrow to thank Thee, dearest friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever; and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to Thee. 

THE FIFTH WORD  Ron Schildge 

“I thirst.”  john 19: 28b 

The fifth candle is extinguished. 

CONGREGATIONAL SUNG RESPONSE 

Be near when I am dying. O show Thy cross to me! 

And for my succor flying, come, Lord to set me free. 

These eyes, new faith receiving, from Thee shall never move; 

For he who dies believing dies safely in Thy love. 

THE SIXTH WORD  Isabella Greene 

“It is finished.”  john  19: 30b 

The sixth candle is extinguished. 

ANTHEM   When Jesus Wept William Billings 

THE SEVENTH WORD  Judy Meggs 

“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.”  luke 23:46 

The seventh candle is extinguished. 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

Please depart in silence on this somber night to prepare for the Easter joy. 


