
 

  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

At the end of life, what do you hear people say that matters the most?  Over and over again, it 

is family…close friends…partners…people in our lives. In other words, relationships are 

what matter the most.    

When asked what is the most important commandment, Jesus answered,  

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

all your soul and all your mind. 

And second one like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

On these two hang all the rest.” 

Relationships matter----with God, one another and ourselves! When we look at the ministry 

of Jesus, it was all about relationships. It is not surprising with Jesus being the Son of God 

who created a world to be in relationship and sent His only begotten Son to be in relationship 

with us.  

You’ve heard the rhyme from childhood,  

Here’s the church, here’s the steeple, 

open the door and there’s all the people. 

We may not be a church with a steeple but at the heart of Johns Island Presbyterian Church is 

the people. People come for all kinds of reasons here; but they are drawn to stay because of 

the people. Relationships matter here---with God, one another, and ourselves.  

May we celebrate this gift that we all have been given together in Christ! 

Joy!  
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M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

 
As members of Johns Island Presbyterian Church, we 

seek to embody Christ and extend His grace to the 

Sea Islands and beyond through worship, 

discipleship, and mission.  

 

The Beacon, August Issue 

Johns Island 

Presbyterian Church 

(843) 559-9380  |  www.jipc.org 

The Staff: 

Laurey Murphy, Pastor  lmurphy@jipc.org 

Sarah Shayban, Dir. of Music ssmith@jipc.org 

Elizabeth Nix, Dir. of Christian Ed. enix@jipc.org 

Elaine Earl, Administrator eearl@jipc.org 

Fran Coyle, Admin. Assistant          office@jipc.org 

Kathleen Guarino, Nursery Attendant 

TreAna Saunders, Nursery Attendant 

Marya Smith, Nursery Attendant 

Annette Pye, Custodian 

The Session Committees: 

Christian Education 

Sally Rhodes sallyrhodes12@yahoo.com 

Ron Schildge rfschildge@gmail.com  

Congregational Care 

Johnsie Mason johnsiepassmason@gmail.com 

Kay Hudson  hudson.brokaw@gmail.com 

Generosity 

John Feldman jrfeld2@bellsouth.net 

Tom Stallings thomasjstallings@gmail.com 

Missions & Outreach 

Wally Meggs wally.meggs@gmail.com 

Linda Mecchi preciousfew6@aol.com 

Operations 

Pete Hubbard peterehubbard@yahoo.com 

Raymond Lightfoot raypaul05@icloud.com 

Worship 

Jacob Henley jhenley@kiawah.com 

Betsy Quinn betsyquinn@icloud.com  

Volunteer Leaders: 

Endowment Fund Chair 

Charlie Larsen kiawahchas@aol.com 

Church Treasurer 

Deb Melson dmelson@mrs-cmc.com 

Assistant Treasurer 

Ruby Jenkins jenkinsbr@bellsouth.net 

Flower Committee Chair 

Patty Anderson patande1985@att.net 

Wedding Coordinator 

Betsy Quinn betsyquinn@icloud.com 

Essential Contact Information: 

The Sailing Team sailingteam@jipc.org 

The CHIP Ministry chipministry@jipc.org 

The Prayer Team prayer@jipc.org 

Session Highlights 

The Session met Monday, July 15 at 6  p.m. in the 

Fellowship Hall. Joining the session was Debbie 

Melson, Treasurer.  

The meeting was opened by John Feldman with a 

devotion.   

Order of the Day:  John Feldman gave an update on 

the Visioning Initiatives that have been identified as 

part of God’s Plan for JIPC. This can be found on 

page 4 in this issue of the Beacon.   

Treasurer’s Report:  Debbie Melson presented the 

financial report for June. Although the balance sheet 

remains strong, income is significantly below 

budget. The six-month deficit is $21,332, but it 

would be considerably higher if expenses were not 

also well below budget. Unfortunately, expenses are 

expected to rise sharply in the second half, 

particularly in Buildings and Grounds. Unless 

income also rises materially in the next six months, 

the loss for the year could be significant.   

Charlie Larsen presented the second quarter report 

for the Endowment Fund and the Building Fund. The 

Vanguard holdings increased 1.8% in the quarter, 

bringing the gain for the year to 8.8%. While the 

absolute performance is good, results lag the gains of 

the overall stock market. The percentage weighting 

in equities is 45.7%, which is the lowest it has been 

in more than 10 years. The value of the Endowment 

Fund is $692,610, while value of the Building Fund 

is $252,499.   

Communications and Clerk’s Report 

Communion was served on June 2 and July 7, 2019 

Received the Baptism of Isabella Galvan (Heather 

Greene’s daughter) June 24 

Committee Reports: 

Generosity Committee:  John Feldman presented the 

2019 Generosity Calendar with the Campaign 

Theme, Share the Blessings, and made a motion for 

its approval. The motion carried. The kickoff 

announcement for the campaign will be printed on 

the front page of the September Beacon which will 

be published prior to Sunday, August 25.    

Christian Education Committee:   Sally Rhodes 

asked for approval to create a 4th and 5th grade 

continued next page... 

Sunday school class to meet in the room to the left of 

the choir room, upstairs in the Sanctuary. The class 

would begin meeting on Rally day, September 8. The 

motion carried. Sally then made a motion to have 

Communion served during a Seder meal on the 

Thursday evening program of VBS (July 25 5:30 p.m.-

6:45 p.m.). This is an inter-generational worship 

service structured much like Supper Church, and the 

liturgy is a Christian version of the Shabbat meal. Dr. 

Murphy will officiate the Sacrament of the Lord’s 

Supper. The motion carried.  

Sally Rhodes also asked for approval of the following 

curriculum: 

4th and 5th grade SS: Sparkhouse ACTIVATE 

FAITH Lectionary-based year C for grades 4th and 5th  

Children’s Sunday school curriculum which connects 

to lectionary stories in order to build connections 

between education and worship  

Middle and High School SS: 100 things you need to 

know before Confirmation written by Elizabeth Nix 

using book resource by Rebecca Kirkpatrick (book by 

same title) (Confirmation class to begin in Spring of 

2020 and will meet during this class) 

Tuesday Night Small Group: The Book of Isaiah 

DVD study by Mickey Efrid 

Holy C.O.W. Adult bible study 1: The Gospel of 

Luke by Kerygma curriculum (Discussion based 

study with participant workbook for those interested.)  

We hope to offer two adult bible study options during 

Holy C.O.W. and then children and youth activities 

based on ages. The committee has not yet decided on a 

second study.  

The motion carried. 

Congregational Care Committee:  Johnsie reviewed 

the busy schedule of the committee and reminded the 

session to encourage everyone to get their pictures into 

the electronic directory. To date less than 50% of 

members have their picture in the directory. Pictures 

can be emailed to Elle Meise at 

scoobie730@yahoo.com. Anyone having difficulty 

uploading photos can contact Elaine Earl. The 

Committee will look into ways to make this Directory 

more accessible and encourage members to get their 

pictures done.      

mailto:chipsummers@jipc.org
mailto:ssmith@jipc.org
mailto:hudson.brokaw@gmail.com
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Operations Committee Report: Peter Hubbard (for the 

Graveyard Committee) requested the approval of two 

burial plots for Mr. Henry Hay Jr and wife Mary Ann. 

Both are past members of JIPC and all paperwork has 

been completed. 

The motion carried. 

Betsy Quinn made a motion, seconded by Tom 

Stallings, that requests for burial plots for current 

members of JIPC do not have to be approved by the 

session. The motion carried.    

 Personnel Committee: Pete Hubbard requested 

approval of payments to the Board of Pensions 

Pension Plans for Dr. Murphy and Elizabeth Nix in 

the amounts of $2011.60 and $50 respectively to 

cover the periods in 2018 when the Board refused to 

amend their 60 day rule for accepting late salary 

adjustment notifications. These amounts include 

calculations by a Board representative plus our 

addition of estimated lost earnings. The motion 

carried. 

The Committee also requested a  approval of Dr. 

Murphy's vacation request August 4 through August 

8. The motion carried. 

Worship Committee:  Betsy Quinn requested approval 

to have the wedding of Laurey Murphy and Wade 

Harrell on August 3, 2019, and to have Rev. Dan 

Holloway officiate the service. The motion carried. 

Betsy also requested approval to have Rev. Dan 

Holloway to preach on Sunday August 4 in Dr. 

Murphy’s absence. The motion carried. 

SPECIAL REPORTS / Unfinished Business 

Pete Hubbard reported that the Emergency Response 

Task Group has had two meetings and is making good 

progress. Areas that the task force is focusing on 

include medical emergencies, smoke and fire, active 

shooters, unwelcome visitors and child protection. In 

addition to using the St. Andrews Emergency Manual 

as a baseline, the task force is contacting Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church, St. Johns Parish and Church of our 

Savior to learn what policies and procedures they 

have. The end result of this work will be the 

publication of a JIPC Emergency Response Manual.      

Wally Meggs discussed the May 21 Presbytery 

Meeting he attended at the First Presbyterian Church 

of Moncks Corner. He was extremely impressed by all 

the work that goes into Presbytery meetings and the 

book that describes all the business that is conducted. 

Wally described the meeting as being extremely 

informative, efficient run and conducted with a great 

deal of transparency. He will be sending out a link to 

the Presbytery’s weekly publication, Chatline, so that 

session members can learn what is going on within 

the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery.   

NEW BUSINESS 

There was d discussion about the advantages of 

having a single 10:00 service. Tom Stallings made a 

motion to change to a single 10:00 service through 

the end of 2019. The motion was seconded by John 

Feldman and it passed unanimously.   

Pete Hubbard discussed the lease on the pasture and 

recommended that the JIPC Corporation become a 

more active landlord and make sure that the tenant 

is meeting all responsibilities outlined in the lease. 

While it appears that JIPC has a high quality tenant, 

there has been no insurance notification since 2016. 

It is JIPC’s duty to make sure the tenant is meeting 

all the requirements of the lease. The agreement 

runs until 2025 with the tenant paying $10,000 a 

year. It can be extended at the option of both parties 

for another 5 years at a cost of $15,000 a year. This 

matter was referred to Operations to bring it to the 

attention of the JIPC Corporation officers and to the 

Buildings & Grounds Feasibility Task Group.    

The Session adjourned at 8:05 p.m. with a prayer by 

Tom Stallings. In combining the June and July 

Stated Session meetings, the next Stated Session 

Meeting will be at 6 p.m. on July 8 in the Fellowship 

Hall.   

Charles Larsen 

Clerk of Session 

 

At a recent session meeting on 

July 15 the session voted 

unanimously in favor of 

extending the 10 AM services to 

year end. The consensus of the 

session is that there are several 

aspects that enhance the 

worship experience with one 

service instead of two services. 

Allowing the entire choir to 

perform together rather than 

divided into two smaller groups 

and, having a larger 

congregation present at one 

service rather than two smaller 

congregations at two separate 

services were two strong 

considerations that the session 

believes enhances our worship 

and brings us closer as a 

congregation. The session will 

continue to evaluate this 

decision through the rest of 

2019. 

10 AM Worship 

Services extended 

 

Due to such a continued 

favorable response from our 

congregation, 10 AM Sunday 

worship services have been 

extended through the end of 

2019. 

Session Highlights, continued.. 
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A Visioning Update from Your Session 
 

 Many of you know that, during the past year, the session of JIPC has been in the process of discerning a future vision for our church. 

With input from the congregation, much prayer and guidance from the Holy Spirit --- six initiatives have been identified to be 

implemented. The purpose of this message is to update everyone as to the progress on each of these initiatives to date. 

 The first initiative is a Buildings and Grounds Feasibility Task Group. Several months ago, at the direction of the session, a 

Buildings and Grounds Feasibility Task Group was established. That group is chaired by Jan Eubank and the team members are Cole 

Cottingham, Barbara Vincentsen, Adam Baslow, Skip Grooms, William Rhodes and  Chris Quinn. This group is tasked with evaluating our 

existing buildings and grounds to determine the best use of our current property and facilities as well as the potential need for new 

facilities. The group has met on several occasions during the past weeks and they currently have two significant tasks in process.  

 One is the selection of an architectural firm to represent JIPC in this very important process. The group has identified two excellent 

firms either of which could very adequately meet our needs. The group will soon determine which of the two firms they will recommend 

to work with JIPC. 

 The second task is a partial survey of our church property. That project is currently in process and should soon be completed. 

 The second initiative is a Technology Task Group which has recently been formed. Members of this group are Wally Meggs, chair, 

Liz Boyd, Matthew Graves, Joe Thompson and Max White. This group has been tasked with exploring and implementing the best and 

latest uses of technology for all areas of ministry for JIPC. 

 The third initiative is to “position JIPC to be a regional location” to host and/or join others for larger scale missions. This 

initiative is being led by our Missions and Outreach Committee elders Linda Mecchi and Wally Meggs. Members of this group are Merriman 

Dowdle, Dory Ingram, Tim White and Tim Michael. 

 This group is currently exploring two potential projects for our church.  One is to utilize a portion of our property/facilities as a 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) site. In essence, if JIPC is a designated PDA site we would host a PDA team to work with first 

responders in the event of a disaster. This potential project is in the early stages of study and we will keep you apprised as it develops. 

 The second project under consideration is for JIPC to host a cub scout den. We have been approached by the local scout council and 

the feasibility for this project is under consideration.      

 The fourth initiative is to “expand small group ministry opportunities” to enable all to take part. This group is being led by our 

Christian Education elders, Sally Rhodes and Ron Schildge.  Sally and Ron are in the process of forming a task group to help pursue this 

exciting new initiative but the CE Committee has already been working on several new opportunities for small groups.  

 This fall, a new Wednesday evening program called HOLY C.O.W. (church on Wednesday) will include dinner and bible studies 

divided by ages. This program began in a slightly different format this summer and has been very well received. 

 Our CE Committee has also begun hosting quarterly small group gatherings for young adults in our congregation. These gatherings 

include dinner and fellowship. The next gathering is scheduled for this coming October. Nursery and childcare for elementary age children 

is available during these events. 

 In addition, there are several special weekend studies planned for this fall: on August 11 with Dr. Sam Adams from Union 

Presbyterian Seminary and on September 22 with Dr. Peter Hobbie from Presbyterian College. Dr. Adams will engage us in a discussion 

of the politics of the Holy Land through scripture and Dr. Hobbie will explore with us the 3 major religions that call the Holy Land sacred, 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam. 

 The fifth initiative is “to explore and implement new forms of fellowship gatherings”.  This task group is being led by our 

Congregational Care elders Johnsie Mason and Kay Hudson. Members of the group are Lee Atkinson, Molly Baslow, Joe Bost, Lauren 

Hollingsworth, Ken Kavanaugh and Beverly Stribling. The group has already been working on two new ministries that will begin this fall. 

Dinner for Eight and A Table for Six will offer informal gatherings centered around food and friendship. Watch for information regarding 

sign-ups for both of these opportunities in August.  

 The last initiative (but not the least!): “create a plan that enables all ages to grow as disciples” is in the process of being 

implemented. Your Sailing Team has been asked by the session to form a task group to undertake this exciting new initiative for our 

church. More information will follow as this initiative develops.  

 As you can tell there are many new and exciting opportunities for worship and fellowship already taking place in the life of our 

congregation. And, a very big reason that these new opportunities are so exciting is that they are being made possible because many of 

our congregation have raised their hands to serve, to help plan and to implement these new programs.   

 We are very excited about all of the many new happenings taking place today in our church, but we are even more excited about 

what the future holds for JIPC. We truly believe God has filled our sails with His Holy Spirit and He is leading us to where he wants us to 

go.   

 

Yours in Christ, 

Your Session 
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Interested in a small group study but don’t see 

what you’re looking for? Speak with Elizabeth 

Nix, Ron Schildge, or Sally Rhodes as there are 

several additional small group ideas in the 

works! 

Experience the 

Holy Land 
Upcoming Sessions 

On Sunday August 11, Dr. Sam Adams, 

professor of Hebrew Bible at Union 

Presbyterian Seminary, will gather with us 

to discuss politics connected with the Holy 

Land throughout Scripture, and in modern 

day. Dr. Adams will lead us in a Sunday 

school discussion at a.m. and a lunch 

discussion beginning around 11:30 a.m. 

Interested? 

If you would like more information 
regarding Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts for 
your child(ren), please speak with 
Elizabeth Nix. Also, if you would be 
interested in volunteering or leading these 
programs, also let Elizabeth Nix know. We 
will have an informational meeting on 
Sunday August 4, 2019 immediately after 
the Fellowship Time (11:30 a.m.).  

Middle School Presbytery Retreat 
Bethelwoods Camp and Conference Center 

November 8-10, 2019 
This retreat is a chance to gather with other 
middle schoolers from the churches in our 
Presbytery, to worship God, and to build 
connections with a weekend away from 
everyday life. This and the High School 
retreat in February each year are planned 
and lead by the Presbytery Youth Council, 
a committee at Presbytery made up of High 
school youth who want to provide 
meaningful faith formation opportunities for 
their peers. Come check it out!  
Please let Elizabeth Nix know if you are 
interested in participating!  

Sunday Small Groups 

9 a.m.-9:45 a.m. 

Adults 

Our Library class will continue using the 

Wired Word to discuss current events’ 

connections to living out our faith in daily 

life. Join us!  

On Sunday August 25, at 9 a.m., we will 

have one Adult Sunday school class which 

will have a chance to hear from our 

Missionary in Costa Rica, Steve Semler. 

Join us for a formational discussion!  

Children and Youth 

Nursery (ages 0-3) meets in the church 

nursery in Fellowship Hall. 

Elementary children (k-3rd grade) and the 

Tweens (4th-8th grade) are combined 

during the summer and will meet in the first 

classroom in Fellowship Hall. 

IN THE FALL: We will have 4 children 

and youth Sunday morning classes! 

Nursery, Elementary (k-3rd grade) 

Tweens (4th-5th grade), and Middle/High 

School (6th-12th grade)! 

Weekly Adult Small Groups 

The Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study will 

meet Thursdays at 8 a.m. in August. 

Contact Charlie Larsen for more 

information: kiawahchas@aol.com. 

The Women’s Bible Study, which meets on 

Tuesday mornings at 10 a.m., and the 

Tuesday Night Small Group, which meets 

on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m., 

will both pick back up with gatherings in 

early September!  

Elizabeth Nix 

Director of Christian 
Education 

(843) 303-7275 

enix@jipc.org 

Mark Your Calendars! 

On Sunday September 22, Dr. Peter 

Hobbie, retired professor of Religion at 

Presbyterian College, will lead us in the 

basics of the 3 religions who call the Holy 

Land sacred. We will explore the basics 

of, and connections between Judaism, 

Christianity and Islam. Dr. Hobbie will 

lead us in a discussion during SS at 10 

a.m., there will be a lunch and discussion 

at 12:30 p.m., and a gathering in the 

evening at 4 p.m.  

Back-to-School Sunday will be 

August 18. During the 10 a.m. worship 

service we will have our Blessing of the 

Backpacks as we send our kids back to 

school with God’s love and support. 

Rally Day will be Sunday, September 8. 

This kicks off our fall study programs 

(weekly small groups, Bible studies, Holy 

C.O.W.), fall children and youth activities 

(KFC), and picks back up a few more 

adult Sunday school classes. Details of 

specific start dates, times and studies will 

be in the July and August Beacon.  

KFC Kick-Off Party: September 8, 

4:30-p.m. location TBA 

KFC Fall Meals Our children and youth 

Sunday program kicks back off for the fall 

in September. As part of our time 

together each week, we gather in table 

fellowship. Support this ministry by 

providing a meal for one of the following 

dates. (Dinner at 5:30 p.m. for 15 kids, 

unless otherwise indicated below). 

Sept 15, 29, Oct 6-lunch for larger group 

of children and adults, Oct 13, 20, 27, 

Nov 3, 10, 17, Dec 8-larger group of 

adults and children, Dec 15 lunch for 

larger group of adults and children, and 

also needed on Dec 22. 
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CHIP Missio n Seaso n  

Wr ap U p Repo r t  

 The CHIP summer mission season saw 

three groups make Johns Island their 

destination this year ! 

 In late spring, we saw a group from 

Davidson College of 12-18 people who began 

the work on our projects. Then in June a group of 

about 30 individuals led by Wayne Watson 

joined us from Colonial Heights UMC in 

Virginia. Wayne stayed over the next week to 

help the transition to the group led by Hunter 

Bradley from Pleasantview UMC, also located in 

Virginia. This group of 100 came from Harvest 

Church, Abingdon UMC, and Abingdon Bible 

Church; all reside in Virginia and Tennessee. 

Through their efforts and those of the CHIP 

leadership, nine homes were repaired, made safe 

and secure and livable. 

 Many congregants contributed snacks and 

water, worked with the missioners, delivered 

materials and snacks , cleaned up and disposed 

of debris, and provided a beautiful tribute dinner 

for the largest group here at our Fellowship Hall 

under the leadership of our men’s Bible study 

group. Family bibles were presented to each 

family whose home was repaired. 

 Many thanks to all who took part in or 

contributed to this invaluable ministry. CHIP 

work continues all year. If you want to help with 

the ongoing clean-up process, return of materials 

or work on other needed repairs, please volunteer 

on our CHIP phone line at 843-203-6592. 

Currently, we have had 45% participation. 

Our directory will not be complete 

without YOUR picture! You can access 

the directory on any computer, tablet or 

smart phone. You may upload any photo 

you choose by accessing your Shelby 

account at jipc.org. If you are unsure how 

to do this, printed instructions are available 

at the back of the Sanctuary, in Fellowship 

Hall and in the church office. You may also 

email a photo to Elle Meise, 

scoobie730@yahoo.com. 

Thank You! 

Mission and O utre ac h  

Re sponds To Yo u !  

 Many in the congregation have asked why we 

don’t better advertise our church to all of our 

neighbors. M&O would like to announce that very 

soon you will be able to purchase car window 

stickers with the Presbyterian symbol and our 

proud JIPC name as well as tee shirts in all sizes 

telling others that you are happy to be at JIPC.  

Watch for future information on sale places, times 

and prices! 

Q:  Can I leave this here 

for so-and-so to pick up? 

A:  Absolutely! 
Churches in general are a central location in our 

lives, and JIPC is no exception! To make this 

easier, the church office has a Pick-Up / Drop-

Off Table located at the front door. Leave your 

items, package, whatever, complete the pre-

printed label for identification, then just tell the 

recipient it's waiting for them at the church 

office ! 

There is still time to reserve your copy of our 

history video on DVD! Email Elaine Earl, 

eearl@jipc.org, and let her know how many 

copies you'd like. Each DVD will be $10. 

The Flower calendar has just a few dates left for 

2019. You may sign-up on the calendar located 

in the Sanctuary kitchen. Please remember to 

indicate if you will be taking your flowers home 

or wish to donate them to the Flower Ministry. 

A huge thank-you to whomever planted the 

flowers in the two planters on the porch. Don and 

Vera Jean Ruff donated the planters years ago, 

and the staff has struggled to keep them filled 

and alive. But now they are flourishing, growing 

and blooming. We really appreciate you and 

them!  

Drop by the office and see our new paint job! 

It's beautiful bluish-gray color with white trim, 

and it really freshens up the place - the staff is 

delighted! 

Thank you to Pete Hubbard and Raymond 

Lightfoot, the Ops Elders. The office has seen a 

lot of tiny picayune problems - the alarm, the 

phones, the crashing internet, unwanted critters - 

plus a lot of refurbishing done to our buildings. 

Thanks for finding, hiring and coordinating 

everything ! 

http://jipc.org/
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S.T.E.P.S. 
Studying    Teaching    Equipping    Praying   

Serving 

S a t u r d a y ,  A u g u s t  2 4  

Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

Our presbytery offers a day of fellowship 

and study each year in August. This event, 

S.T.E.P.S., provides space for church staff, 

leaders, and members to Study, Teach, 

Equip, Pray, and Serve. This year’s theme 

is “So that the World May Know.” 

Scholarships to cover fees to participate 

are available through JIPC Christian 

Education. Childcare, infant through middle 

school, is provided.  

There are workshops on a variety of topics, 

including several for choir members and 

music people, clerk of sessions, session 

members and elders, parenting, and faith 

formation for adults, with a variety of 

themes! Workshops also include one lead 

by our own, Laurey and Elizabeth, who will 

lead a workshop exploring Generations 

Together:  In this “Hands-on” workshop, 

participants will explore easy, concrete 

ways to bring together all ages through 

Worship, Christian Education, and Mission.  

Brochures, with more information on every 

detail, are available in the church office or 

at http://capresbytery.org/steps-2019/ 

Everyone is encouraged to take advantage 

of this opportunity. 

Meet Me At the Table 
This fall Congregational Care is excited to begin two new ministries that will provide 

opportunities for our church family to get to know each other in an informal way as they gather 

around a table for food and fellowship. While one of these ministries, Dinner for Eight, will 

meet in the homes of the participants and the other, Table for Six, will gather at a restaurant, 

both will be small groups that will dine together several times over a period of four months to 

develop new friendships. The following is an excerpt from “Come to the Table” by Luke 

Hamilton which speaks to the heart of these two ministries. 

"Tables. 

We have them in our homes, schools, work places. We fight to get a good space at one in a cafe 

and we squeeze people around them at Christmas. Our entire life could be mapped out by a 

series of events around various tables. From singing Happy Birthday around one, to toasting the 

bride and groom while behind another, to reading the news 

and sipping coffee at 

another table. 

Tables are everywhere, and a key part of our lives. 

Gathering around a table is something we also find throughout 

The Bible. 

Key moments of Jesus’s ministry on earth involved gathering 

at a table, for meals, teaching, healing, and celebrating. 

The dinner table. 

Throughout His earthly ministry Jesus gathered with the twelve disciples and others for food 

and He taught them with passion and fresh perspective on the Kingdom of God. This table is for 

gathering the family to eat, learn, and pray together. 

Jesus loved a good dinner table. 

Around a dinner table, we can gather to share a meal and build friendship with those we want to 

get to know better. We go through the regular rhythm of family life around this table, sharing 

the news of the day. There are always more seats to welcome in friends and strangers to join 

with the family at the dinner table." 

We hope you will consider being a part of one (or both!) of these groups! Sign-ups will begin in 

August; if you would like more information please contact Bev Stribling, 

bevastribling@yahoo.com, Kay Hudson hudson.brokaw@gmail.com, Johnsie Mason, 

johnsiepassmason@gmail.com, or call the church office 843-559-9380. 

"...dine together 

several times over 

a period of four 

months to 

develop new 

friendships..." 
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CELEBRATING CHIP MINISTRY 
VOLUNTEERS DINNER 

Be In Prayer 

Many congregations take a respite from their usual faith 

formation programing. Please remember the children, 

youth, and adults engaged in faith sharing and learning 

this summer through vacation Bible school, conferences/

retreats, mission trips, and church camps. Often these 

summer experiences have an amazing impact on the 

shaping of one’s faith journey. So remember to lift our 

congregations in prayer this summer. This week include 

prayers for: Mount Pleasant, New Wapetaw, Palmetto, 

Parkside New Church Development, and Peace.  The 

presbytery website provides a picture and often a link to 

the websites of these churches; visit 

www.capresbytery.org/churches/. 

Nominations for General Assembly 

The Committee on Representation (COR) needs your 

help with identifying and nominating qualified Teaching 

Elders and Ruling Elders to be elected by CAP to serve 

as Commissioners to the 224 General Assembly of the 

PCUSA, held June 20-27, 2020 in Baltimore, MD. Find 

more information at the church office or by visiting 

www.capresbytery.org. 
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CELEBRATING VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

The Parkside New Church Development is beginning 

their vision and planning meetings. Check out their 

calendar below. They will be meeting most Sunday 

evenings from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in the St. Barnabas 

Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall at 45 Moultrie St in 

downtown Charleston. Consider dropping in or visiting 

one of their two Sunday morning preview services over 

the summer: 

July 28, Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Service tweaks, What’s our “brand”? 

Aug 4, Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Handling conflict, Enneagram, Presbyterian polity, 

Leadership 

Aug 11, Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Hospitality training, Volunteer roles 

Aug 18, Preview Service at 10:15 a.m. Invite friends 

Aug 25 Sunday at 5:30 p.m. 

Meet the staff, Final tweaks, Missions, Goals for the 

future 

Sep 8 THE SUNDAY Parkside NCD launches! 

October 7-10,  2019 Montreat Conference Center will 

host CoInspire, the second in a series of conferences 

addressing systemic racism in the church. Our first 

conference, DisGrace, lived in lament for the ways in 

which the sins of racism thwart individual people and 

institutions, infecting congregations and denominations 

with death-dealing dehumanization. CoInspire will 

examine ways that we, as members of Christ’s body, 

might co-inspire one another to liberate imagination for 

new ways of being, and examine ways we can conspire to 

eviscerate the racism within our churches. For more 

information and to register  visit www.montreat.org. 
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Reflections and Contemplations 
A Day Away in a Quiet Place 

 Maya Angelou said, “Each person deserves 

a day away in which no problems are 

confronted, no solutions searched for. Each of us 

needs to withdraw from the cares which will not 

withdraw from us.” Similarly, when Jesus’ 

disciples were consumed with ministry, he urged 

them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet 

place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31, NIV).  

 The late days of summer might be just the 

time to seek “a day away” not only from 

problems but even from ministry. While serving 

God and others can be energizing, we must 

balance work with rest. God set that example, 

resting after creating the world; Jesus set that 

example, calling his disciples away — not just 

alone, but with him — to be refreshed.  

 Spend a relaxing day at a lake. Go on a 

scrapbooking retreat or a leisurely hike with a 

friend. Find a monastery that welcomes guests, 

and experience 48 hours of prayer and silence 

there. Invite Jesus into that time and space. And 

remember another message he shared: “Come 

to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and 

I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28, NIV). 

The Master’s Works 

As a skilled inventor, John Muir was a prized 

factory employee in Indianapolis. If not for an 

industrial accident in his 20s, he may have spent 

his life making things indoors. But after 

recovering from being temporarily blinded, Muir 

headed on a 1,000-mile walk to “consider the 

lilies.” He then began doing that literally, as a 

botanist.  

 To his résumé, the 19th-century 

Renaissance man added naturalist, glaciologist, 

conservationist, founder of the Sierra Club, and 

Father of National Parks. Yet when Muir was 

asked what he did, he replied simply, “I study 

the inventions of God.” 

Kingdom On Wheels 

 “If you love what you do, you’re going to talk 

about it,” says Philadelphia Eagles quarterback 

Carson Wentz. “I love Jesus … so I’m going to 

talk about [him]. But I’m not going to force 

[Christianity] down your throat, either.” That’s 

why the pro athlete tries to show his faith by 

“how I live and what I’m about.” 

 Wentz started the foundation AO1 (Audience 

of One) to make a tangible impact beyond the 

gridiron. With a local church, he sponsors Thy 

Kingdom Crumb, a food truck that offers free 

meals to people in the community. The motto 

painted on the mobile restaurant sums up the 

message Wentz wants to share with his 

neighbors: “It’s on us … ’cause he loves you!” 

Bound By Grace 

 Grace binds you with far stronger cords than 

the cords of duty or obligation can bind you. 

Grace is free, but when once you take it you are 

bound forever to the Giver, and bound to catch 

the spirit of the Giver. Like produces like, Grace 

makes you gracious, the Giver makes you give.  

E. Stanley Jones 

 

Faith Community Across Time 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great 

a cloud of witnesses, let us also ... run with 

perseverance the race that is set before 

us” (Hebrews 12:1, NRSV). Inspired by this, Paul 

Hammer writes in The Word Among Us: “In the 

Bible, faith is never a matter simply for an 

isolated individual. It involves a community of 

persons that stretches back into the past, 

embraces people in the present and anticipates a 

fellowship in the future. Faith involves a ‘cloud of 

witnesses’ to God’s continuing faithfulness. 

 

Grooving For God 

 Fifty years ago this summer, as the 

Woodstock Festival in upstate New York became 

a symbol of the countercultural movement, 

another groundswell was occurring: the Jesus 

Movement. In 1970, teenager Greg Laurie was 

baptized after a bunch of “Jesus freaks” 

introduced him to the Savior. The lost kid 

whose mom had been divorced seven times 

finally felt part of a family. 

 Laurie, now pastor of a megachurch and 

author of Jesus Revolution (Baker Books), says 

the Millennial generation is ripe for another 

major faith movement. During a time of division 

and unrest that mirrors the late ’60s, people 

are longing for what’s “real” and relational, he 

writes. Our “weary, chaotic, selfie-saturated 

culture” needs “a big, ravishing, transcendent, 

and transformational vision of who God really 

is,” adds Laurie. “That’s what happened fifty 

years ago. It can happen again today.”  

Lessons in Holiness 

 After hearing Salvation Army founder 

William Booth speak in 1886, Samuel Brengle 

“enlisted” for training. To cope with the lowly 

task of shining cadets’ boots, he thought of 

Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. Brengle, who 

became the Salvation Army’s first American-

born Commissioner, wrote several books about 

holiness, which comes not through human 

efforts but from Jesus himself. 

 Brengle practiced this principle when 

confronted by critics. “I think I deserved it,” he 

once replied. “Will you, my friend, remember 

me in prayer?” Another time, Brengle said a 

rebuke “set me to self-examination and heart-

searching and prayer, which always lead me to 

a deeper sense of my utter dependence on 

Jesus for holiness of heart, and into sweeter 

fellowship with him.” 

“Try not to become a [person] of success, 

but rather try to become a [person] of 

value.”                              Albert Einstein 

"You can do what I cannot do. I can do 

what you cannot do. Together, we can 

do great things.”          Mother Teresa 

"Sacred writings are bound in two 

volumes — that of creation and that of 

Holy Scripture.”        Thomas Aquinas  
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Thursday, August 22 
 8 a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH 

Friday, August 23 
 10:30 a Al-Anon-FH 
 12 p AA-FH 

Saturday, August 24 
 9 a-4 p STEPS-Mt. Pleasant 

Sunday, August 25, Congregational Meeting
 9 a Sunday School-A, FH, P 
  Combined Adult SS Guest Speaker-FH 
 9 a Choir Rehearsal-CH 
 10 a Worship-S 
 11 a Fellowship Time-FH 

Monday, August 26 
 9-1:30 p Vacation Bible School-FH/S 
 12 p AA-PA 

Tuesday, August 27 
 9-1:30 p Vacation Bible School-FH/S 

Wednesday, August 28 
 9-1:30 p Vacation Bible School-FH/S 
 10-12 p Tours-S 
 12 p AA-PA 

Thursday, August 29 
 9-1:30 p Vacation Bible School-FH/S 
 8 a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-PA 

Friday, August 30 
 9-1:30 p Vacation Bible School-FH/S 
 10:30 a Al-Anon-PA 
 12 p AA-PA 

LOCATION CODES 
 CR Conference Room 
 FH Fellowship Hall 
 P Parlor 
 S Sanctuary 

 
 A Annex 
 CH Choir Room 
 PA Pavilion 

August  

 Dory Ingram 1 

 George Brown 2 

 Rick Cobden 2 

 Jackie Gillen 4 

 Chase Burbage 7 

 Priscilla Burger 10 

 Zack Aldrich 11 

 Kristy Danford 12 

 Paula Billian 13 

 Mac Frye 13 

 Rob Keeler 16 

 Ann Spencer 18 

 Yvonne Fletcher 19 

 Graves Boyd 21 

 Lisa Floyd 21 

 Andy Johnston 22 

 Lyn Magee 22 

 Gerry Wilkie 22 

 Charles Gilbert 24 

 Herb Ailes 26 

 Bob Nerhood 27 

 Mary Wells 27 

 Lance Stone 28 

 Mike Swomley 28 

 Margie Keeler 29 

 Kristin Thompson 29 

 Aaron Leland 31 

Thursday, August 1 
 8 a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-PA 

Friday, August 2 
 10:30 a Al-Anon-PA 
 12 p AA-PA 

Saturday, August 3 
 4-5 p Wedding, Dr. Murphy and Mr. Harrell 

Sunday, August 4, Communion Sunday 
 9 a Sunday School-A, FH, P 
 9 a Choir Rehearsal-CH 
 10 a Worship-S 
 11 a Fellowship Time-FH 

Monday, August 5 
 12 p AA-FH 

Tuesday, August 6 
 2 p Staff Meeting-CR 

Wednesday, August 7 
 10-12 p Tours-S 
 12 p AA-FH 

Thursday, August 8 
 8 a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-PA 
 4:30 p Tour group, Dr. Wilborn-S 

Friday, August 9 
 10:30 a Al-Anon-FH 
 12 p AA-P 

Sunday, August 11 
 9 a Sunday School-A, FH, P 
 9 a Choir Rehearsal-CH 
 10 a Worship-S 
 11 a Fellowship Time-FH 

Monday, August 12 
 12 p AA-FH 
 6 p Session Meeting-FH 

Tuesday, August 13 
 1 p Staff Meeting-CR 

Wednesday, August 14 
 10-12 p Tours-S 
 12 p AA-FH 
 5 p Holy C.O.W.-FH 

Thursday, August 15 
 8 a Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study-FH 

Friday, August 16 
 10:30 a Al-Anon-FH 
 12 p AA-FH 

Sunday, August 18, Blessing of the Backpacks 
 9 a Called Session Meeting-A 
 9 a Sunday School-A, FH, P 
 10 a Worship-S 
 11 a Fellowship Time-FH 

Monday, August 19 
 12 p AA-FH 
 6 p Session-FH 

Tuesday, August 20 
 1 p Staff Meeting-CR 

Wednesday, August 21 
 10-12 p Tours-S 
 12 p AA-FH 

"Johns Island Presbyterian Church, 

Your prayer blanket makes me feel like I can 

fly! It is such a comfort to know that so many 

people care, and are thinking and are praying 

for me. Because of all of you, and many others, 

I can face it all head on - knowing that I can 

make it. 

There are no words to express how much I 

appreciate and thank you for the blanket. 

Love, 

Jack" 

The Lightfoot Home has 

grown by two feet! 

 

Raymond Paul "Tripp" Lightfoot, III arrived 

10:48 p.m. on July 25th. Courtney, 

Raymond and Tripp are all doing fine. 

Congratulations! 

Congratulations to Laurey Murphy 

and Wade Harrell who were joined 

in Holy Matrimony August 3rd. 

All of us wish every happiness 

for both of you! 
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2550 Bohicket Road, Johns Island, SC  29455 

Communion Sunday 9/1 

Labor Day Monday 9/2 

Rally Day 9/8 

Dedication Sunday 9/29 

 

 

AUG 14 


