
 

A PRAYER GUIDE 
FOR 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
 
 
This Prayer Guide is designed for individuals and 
families. With the bold and italic print, different family 
members may take turns reading aloud. Blessings in this 
time of prayer! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A CALL TO PRAYER    Based on Psalms 100, 23 and John 10:11,14  
 Make a joyful noise to the Lord. 
  Let us worship the Lord with gladness. 
 Know that the Lord is God. 
  It is He who has made us, and we are His.  
 We are His people and the sheep of His pasture. 
  The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. 
 O People of God, in this time of prayer, let us turn and rest  
  In Him who said, “I am the Good Shepherd.” 
   The Good Shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
    I know my own and my own know me. 
     And I lay down my life for the sheep. 
 The Lord is my shepherd. I shall not want. 
  Thanks be to God!   
 
PRAYER O God of my life, You know when I lie down and when I awake. 
   I take great comfort in these times that You know when I am anxious  
   about tomorrow, fearful for not just myself, and having a hard time 
   trusting in You. Calm my thoughts, Lord.  Make me lie down in 
   Your Word and rest right now beside the still waters of faith,  
   remembering who I am and whose I am in the name of Jesus,  
   the Good Shepherd of us all. Amen. 
                     
SCRIPTURE    Psalm 23 
 The LORD is my shepherd.  
  I shall not want. 
 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.  
  He leadeth me beside the still waters. 



 He restoreth my soul.   
  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
  For Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. 
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies. 
  Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life 
  And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   Amen! 
 
REFLECTION “The Lord is my Shepherd…” 
 But truth be told, I do want.  I want the sun to come out after three long days of cold rain and 
being cooped up in the house with five other people, three the age of five and under. I want 
us all to be safe from this enemy that we cannot see but has put the fear of God in us. I want to be 
able to worship with you again and never again by ourselves. And I want to wake up tomorrow with 
the world feeling normal once more. I want….  
 Be truthful, what do you want? Go ahead! I dare you to list all that you want! Start writing or just 
say it out loud. I hope that by doing such, it will be a cathartic release that is healing, as much for you 
as it is for me. Confession is good for the soul especially in a time like this. 

The Lord is my shepherd, and I do want. 
 Have you ever noticed how many sheep and lambs are in the JIPC graveyard? I am not talking 
about God’s people, rather the little statues and carvings of sheep on the grave markers. We have 
come to think of the 23rd Psalm as being associated with only funerals and the end of life. But these 
sheep and lambs in our graveyard are not about the dead, but rather about the Living. These sheep 
and lambs are a statement of faith that, through the thick and thin of life, when the rug has been 
pulled out from under you, and bad things have happened to good people, and who knows what 
tomorrow may bring…they are a profound statement that has been deliberately chosen to say: The 
Lord is my shepherd, no matter what!  Even in confessing that statement of faith, all of these saints 
have been ordinary people, like you and me, having wants.  But they came to the realization that at 
the end of the day and even life itself, we shall not want, really. For we have been given the love of 
God we know in Jesus Christ who will never, ever let us go.  
 Go ahead confess your wants, knowing that in that same book of Psalms there’s another verse that 
says, "Take delight in the Lord, and He will give you the desires of your heart. 
Commit your way to the Lord, trust in Him, and He will act." (Ps.37:4,5) 
You know, in a way, that’s what sheep do with a shepherd, a really good shepherd. They trust and they 
commit their way by following.  May this be said about your life and mine that indeed 

“The Lord is my shepherd.”  Amen. 
    
PRAYER:  Almighty God, we give thanks for the gift of faith that includes being able to come clean 
before You in the truth of who we are with our wants and fears, our worries and doubt. 
   Your goodness and mercy, that never lets us go, is beyond all we could ever ask for or 
imagine, as we are still reeling from the impact of this pandemic. 
   We pray for the church, that we may truly be Christ’s Body, tending to the most vulnerable, 
extending compassion to all and bearing witness to the healing love Jesus came to bring the world.  
We pray for our congregation. Help us draw closer together in this time of being distanced by space. 
For we see and treasure what a gift in the faith it is to be together by whatever means available to us. 
May our ministry be a blessing and a beacon of hope in the Johns Island community. 



   We pray for our world whose needs are overwhelming. We remember those around the 
globe who suffer from a lack of life’s basic necessities. You tell us, God, not to hoard but instead to 
share what we have and care for the least of these. In this time of increased stress and strain, a time 
when those already on the edge may well be pushed into the abyss, we seek Your strength and 
wisdom to show us how we can be a blessing as we have been blessed.  We pray for those on the 
frontlines of combatting this virus—healthcare workers, first responders, caregivers and leaders. Grant 
them protection and the peace that passes all understanding. 
   Now we lift up to You, Lord, the concerns that weigh upon us and the deepest longings of 
our heart. May we let go and entrust them to You. Open our eyes, that we may see, believe and follow 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, the One who shepherds us our whole life long. Amen. 
 
OFFERING  Respond to God’s Word with an act of faith that you feel called to do in the week ahead. 
 
A BLESSING 
 May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
  May the Lord make His face to shine upon you and give you peace,  
 Both now and forevermore.  Amen!    
 
          

 


