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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,       May 21, 2020 
 
On behalf of the JIPC Session, grace and peace to you all as we continue to be the church even 
if we cannot meet at church! In the beginning of this pandemic, we had thought all of us would 
be returning at once to the church altogether. With our given context of demographics and 
sanctuary size, we are now recognizing that gathering in person at JIPC will have to happen in 
transition by phases. 
 
With prayerful discernment, your Session voted unanimously on the recommendations by the 
JIPC “Back Together” Task Group for Phase One. The recommendations take into account 
current data and counsel from the medical field, government and the faith community. Here is 
what was decided: 
 

I. To transition the operation and ministries of Johns Island Presbyterian Church from 
our current status of no “in person” gatherings to a Phase One status, there needs to 
be three consecutive weeks of documented declining new Covid-19 case count in 
Charleston County along with widespread availability of testing.  This will be the 
official count by DHEC and notified to the congregation by the Session. 

II. Phase One will include 
a) Continue holding virtual online worship services only 
b) Consider recording services in the sanctuary, while maintaining *social distancing 

criteria between those conducting the services. 
c) Church leadership teams, Bible study groups and other small groups (all 

consisting of 10 or less people) could consider meeting in person at the church 
maintaining *social distancing criteria or continue meeting online.  

d) Small groups of JIPC meeting in person away from the church shall also maintain 
*social distancing criteria. Remember that all church meetings, including online, 
are to be scheduled through Elaine Earl. 

e)  No children nor youth groups shall meet “in person” during Phase One. 
f) Weddings and funerals should be kept to 10 or less people in attendance and 

maintain *social distancing criteria. 
g)  Office functions shall be kept as limited as possible to ensure essential 

operations. *Social distancing criteria shall be maintained. 
h) The church facilities will be cleaned and disinfected after each group’s usage.  
i) High risk individuals, whether staff or volunteers, should continue sheltering at 

home. 



 

 

III. *Social Distancing Criteria includes maintaining at least 6 feet of space between 
people and wearing a protective face mask. All JIPC group meetings in person 
should utilize hand sanitizer upon entering. 
 

The Session will continue to monitor our given situation and let the congregation know when 
we go into Phase One.  Once in Phase One, the session will also let us know if there is a need 
to revert back to the same strict social distancing that we are practicing today.  
 
If you have any concerns or feedback, please let one of us know. We will keep you informed of 
when we will begin Phase One.  We will also let you know what the Session decides for Phase 
Two. As this pandemic keeps changing our world, so does the church have to keep adapting. 
We all want to be back together again as soon as possible; however, we want to do it 
responsibly and faithfully for the entire church. Thank God that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we have not stopped being the church in the name of Jesus Christ! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Dr. Laurey Harrell, Pastor                                                           Charlie Larsen, Clerk of Session  


